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Morris Newsletter 
From the Editors -- 

Not u n l i k e  a  s h e l l  game, t h e  manner i n  which t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  h a s  been handed 
o f f  f r o m  e a i t o r  t o  e d i t o r  d u r i n g  t h e  b r i e f  p e r i o d s  any  o f  them were  a r o u n d  t h i s  
summer. C a p e r i n g  t h r o u g h  w e s t e r n  Canada and Cascade  g l a c i e r s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i l d s  
o f  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R o c k i e s  and t h r o u g h  t h e  q u i e t ,  g r e e n  v i l l a g e s  o f  t h e  C o t s w o l d s ,  
i t s  e d i t o r s  w i s e l y  l e f t  AMN i n  i ts  c o o l ,  dank c e l l a r s  t o  mellow and  a g e ,  t o  s e t t l e  
and c l a r i f y  i n  i t s  c a s k  l i k e  good mead. And h e r e  is t h e  r e s u l t :  h o s t s  o f  D i r e c -  
t o r y  r e v i s i o n s ,  a n  e x p o s i t i o n  on t h e  f i n e  a r t  o f  t h e  hobby h o r s e ,  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
t o  t h e  Open M o r r i s ,  a n d  y e t  a n o t h e r  p e n s i v e  p e c c a d i l l o  by o u r  own s a g e  a n d  s o t .  
A s  a l w a y s  we a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a  p l e n t i f u l  s u p p l y  o f  t eam news a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  and  
we o n c e  a g a i n  i n v i t e  t h o s e  o f  a  more s e r i o u s  t u r n  o f  mind t o  own up t o  t h e i r  
o c c a s i o n a l  c r i t i q u e  a n d  l o o s e  t h e  h o a r d  o f  s c h o l a r l y  gems. 

Faux P a s  

The C d i t o r s  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  word t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  from Geoff  Rogers  which a p p e a r e c  
1: t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  .Ax! was i n t e n d e d  a s  a p e r s o n a l  communicztior.  2nd n o t  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n .  H a p p i l y  we were  a b l e  t o  make amends i n  p e r s o n  a t  t h e  r e c e n t  MidwSst 
Y o r r i s  Ale, b u t  wish  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do s o  p u b l i c l y .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
a v o i d  f u t u r e  c o n f u s i o n  o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  p l e a s e  a d d r e s s  p e r s o n a l  le t ters  by name an6  
mark them " p e r s o n a l " .  

Team N e w s  - - - - . . -.- 

T h i s  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  American M o r r i s  N e w s l e t t e r  i s  meant t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  
t h e  r e g u l a r  communication among a l l  m o r r i s  s i d e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  who dance  
s w o r d ,  r i b b o n ,  and  g a r l a n d .  I t  is  d e p e n d e n t  upon your  l e t t e r s ,  p o s t c a r d s ,  
and  t e l e p n o n e  c a l l s .  The names of  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  end  of  
e a c h  c l u b ' s  news. 

b e l l s  o f  t h e  North (Minneapolis /St .  Pau l ,  !IS) ----- 
The B e l l s  of t h e  North have j u s t  had t h e  p l e a s u r e  of c e l e b r a t i n g  our f o u r t h  year i n  

ex i s tence- -pas t  t h e  t e e t h i n g  s t a g e  and l e a r n i n g  t o  caper  and hookleg without  a s s i s t a n c e .  
Mayday much-too-early morning found us  once a g a i n  doing Abrams C i r c l e  Dance a t  dawn on t h e  s h o r e  
of  a n o t h e r  b e a u t i f u l  Minneapolis l ake- - th i s  year  i t  was Lake Nokomis. (And t h e  $10,000 q u e s t i o n  
is. . .how long  w i l l  i t  t a k e  us  t o  dance a t  all of t h e  l a k e s  i n  Minnesota? For t h e  answer t o  t h i s  
and o t h e r  e x c i t i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  t u n e  i n  10,000 y e a r s  from now!) S e r i o u s l y ,  words cannot d e s c r i b e  
t h e  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  t h i s  dawn t r a d i t i o n  evokes. . . .  When t h i s  b r i e f  solemnity had passed,  Mayday 
proceeded w i t h  i t s  u s u a l  g a i e t y  and d r i n k i n g  of our  revered homemade mead (Huzzah t o  J i m  Linton-- 
o u r  p e r s o n a l  brewer and team mascot).  



10,000 cheers to the Ann Arbor Morris and Sword for a truly wonderful Midwest Morris Ale. 
And a special thanks to Rick Nagler of Ann Arbor, who 'gave all of himself' to present the 
Eells with an award for sending in their registration fees first. It was the high point of the 
weekend, and in honor of the occasion the Bells have officially installed Rick as an honorary 
member of our team (green garter and all). This honor was bestowed in recognition of his 
great courage in allowing himself to be handed over to all sixteen of us, wearing nothing but 
a loincloth and a red bow. Ah, but we blush to disclose further. 

Meanwhile, we have returned to our regular rehearsals on Wednesday evenings--outdoors 
until fall or mosquito season, whichever comes first. We've been busy dancing at a variety 
of community festivals almost every weekend, and are currently gearing up for a brewery tour 
to New Ulm with the Minnesota Traditional Morris on July 16. 

Carol Buche, 1366 Raymond, St. Paul, MN 55108 

Circleweavers (Denver, CO) 

Circleweavers Folk Dance and Music Ensembie was formed in 1979 to present programs in inter- 
national dance and music. Since then, we have turned our attentions to specializing in dances 
and music of America and the British Isles. Our repertoire currently consists of suites of 
Welsh, English and Hebridean dances, Morris, Lancashire clogging, and dances from Appalachia, 
including clogging. Many of our members sing or play various musical instruments, and we include 
music and songs in our programs. 

While Morris is just a section of our expanding repertoire, it is a growing one and a great 
famrite. CW began learning Morris in March 1981. Our appetite whetted, we continue to learn 
new dances and traditions. We currently do a few dances from Adderbury, Ilmington, and Eynsham, 
with our greatest concentration in Headington and Fieldtown. We have also begun learning Rapper 
s wo*r d . 

We have danced Morris at the Colorado Renaissance Festival, the British Faire held in Denver 
last year, the AFS Diplomatic Ball, the Boulder Folk Festival and many other year-round events 
in Colorado. We are looking forward to the upcoming All Colorado Morris Ale in August and have 
been working with the Boulder Maroon Bells, trading dances aad practicing Rapper. 

We have both a women's and a men's side, and frequently do mixed, depending on the number 
of available dancers. As with Berkeley Morris, the necessity of dancing mixed at times has 
given the dances a more energetic flavor while combining the best of our maleffemale dancing 
qualities. 

We welcome new members of any skill level. 

Donna McGinnis, 1640 Humboldt #I, Denver, CO 80218 

Green Fiadie Morris (Toronto, On:.; --- 
It seems as though the i a e ~  to start a morris team was sparked for us when Tony Barranl 

brought the Marlboro Morris and Sword to Torontc for the Mariposa Folk Festival in the summer 
of 1976. By the following winter Green Fiddie ?iorrio wes established, having derived its namc 
from the Fiddlers Green Folk Club. Ir. 1975, botk organizations moved to the TRANZAC (Toronto 
Australia-hew Zealand Ciub), tneir present headquarters. Practices are now neid every Mon~zy 
night. 

The team has always been mixed, although generally speaking, men and women dance sep- 
arately at dance-outs. Originally there were two squires, one male and one female, but this 

- 



proved to be unsatisfactory, and now only one is elected to cover both hen and women. Green 
Fiddle has danced several different traditions in its history. We began vith Bampton, Adderbury, 
and Longborough. This season we will be dancing Bampton, Fieldtown, and Sherbourne mixed, 
with Bledington as our men's tradition and Ducklington as our women's tradition. 

Mope you had fun at the Midwest Ale! Ve wish we hadn't been tied up. 

Doug Creighton, 86 Follis Avenue, Toronto, Ont. M6G 1S6 

Madcap Morris (Seattle, WA) 

The Gasworks Morris team (listed in the directory) no longer exists. Seattle now has 
three teams: Mossyback Morris Men, Misty City Morris, and Madcap Morris. 

Over the July 4th weekend, the Victoria inorris teams are dancing at their festival and 
have invited the three Seattle teams to join them in Victoria B.C., along with the Vancouver 
Horris Men. The Mossyback Morris Men were privileged to dance for the Queen at her recent 
visit. 

We (Madcap Morris) have been together for a year and a half, and dance Adderbury, 
Headington, and Bampton to the music of a tin whistle played by Chris Roe. 

Patricia Tanin, 2720 N.E. 92nd, Seattle, WA 98115 

Maroon Belis Morris (Boulder, CO) --- 
We will be touring in Boulder with SQords over Sopris (Carbondale, CO) on July 9, as 

they're coming here to dance at the opening ceremonies for the Colorado Shakespeare Festival 
on July 8 & 9. We'll be doing similar frivolities for the opening nights of the second and . 
third plays of the summer on July 15 and 22. Ron Geering has asked us to dance with Swords over 
Sopris at the Carbondale Mountain Fair July 29-31. We're hoping to have enough people to do 
that. Similarly we've received an invitation to the Long's Peak Festival in Estes Park on 
September 10 and 11 at the old Stanley Hotel. Rocky Mountain Morris is rumored to be parti- 
cipating there as well. Anyone who's in the area for these weekends should feel free to 
join us. I think we've plenty of floor space and/or tent space for anyone who wishes. 

We've also come across a costuming question that someone among the readership might be 
able to answer. Our current kit is the traditional whites with ribbons, bells, and vests. 
~e're working on baldricks. The Shakespeare Festival is willing and enthusiastic about 
let:inf us use an;: appropria~e item ir. their costume closet for our dancing with ther.. They're 
suggestin; aoubiecr anC tipncs. i i ~  arec'~ surc char morris dancers ir Shakespeare's time uouii 
nave been wearing ioubiets anc tigncc? bu: con ' :  nave any better suggestions. We think the 
curren: iits are base& on dress  fro^ arounL 1900, but we don't even know where that idea came 
fror.. S: the 'aueszior. is, what die morris dancers wear ir. Shakespeare's time? I'd like tc . 
near fror;. anyone W ~ C  has any information on the subject. 

Szliie Sprague, 145 So. 30th Street, Boulder, CO 80303 

?lerrie Mac Morris (Concord, NH) --- 
We dance monthly with the Nonesuch Morris team of Durham in Epsom, NH. We started in 

September, 1980 with the assistance of Dudley Laufman of Canterbury and a handful of rank 
beginners. We dance primarily Adderbury, Headington, and a bit of Fieldtown, Bledington, and 
Bampton. We are quickly developing traditional dance out dates for: late April--&eu England 
Folk Festival; Mayday with the Nonesuch Morris Team, usuall>~ in the seacoast area of SE; 



mid-Nay--a full-blown English Nay f e s t i v a l  a t  the Mill Pond Center i n  Durham, compiete with 
Maypole, Hay Queen and King, a s  guests  of the Nonesuch Morris; l a t e  July--Canterbury Fair; 
mid-August--Epsom Old Home Day. This year we are  a l s o  planning t o  j o i n  the Twin State  Morris 
and Fruit Team of Norwich VT for  the Muskeag Music Fes t i va l  (and niorris tour) on June 4 ,  
the a l e  f or  mixed teams on May 31 i n  Falmouth, MA, and the New Hampshire Folk Fes t i va l ,  
recent ly  revived, on August 14 i n  Concord. One of  our most enjoyable tours was l a s t  
November of some nursing homes i n  the Manchester area and a downtown shopping mall with a 
pub that l e t  us dance for a round of beers.  

Nancy Winneg, r e t i r ing  squire ,  Box 206, RFD # 4 ,  Hooksett, NH 03106 

Minnesota T r a d i t i o n a l  Morris ( ~ i n n e a p o l i s / S t .  Paul .  M N )  

MTW has  once again  t h r u s t  t h e  mantles of l e a d e r s h i p  upon t h e  necks of those  
e i t h e r  t o o  a e s e r v l n a  o r  t o o  t imi2  t o  r e s i s t .  Squire  Larry Klueh danced h i r s e l f  
~ a c k  l n t o  o f f i c e  f o r  E r e t u r n  engagement, anc Dagman P e t e r  Mellom was r e e l e c t e d .  
Zick Mohr was tapped a s  Ragman. Honor i f ic  t i t l e s  were granted t o  Kirk Bachler 
("Hephaestus") f o r  h i s  e p i c  e f f o r t s  t o  keep us i n  s t i c k s ,  Gary Schu l t e  f o r  h i s  
long s e r v i c e  a s  musician,  and Tim Dennis f o r  h i s  t a l e n t  a s  a  horse  hobbyis t .  
Decis ions  were a l s o  taken t o  reduce t h e  performance r e p e t o i r e  t o  a  maximum of 
f o u r  t r a d i t i o n s .  One of t h e s e  is l i k e l y  t o  be Longborough which J i m  Brickwedde 
w i l l  be b r ing ing  from a c r o s s  t h e  s e a s  i n  August, having s p e n t  a  y e a r  wi th  t h e  
Hammersmith Morris Men. 

The team has undertaken a  good d e a l  more l o c a l  t o u r i n g  t h i s  year  wi th  events  
i n  S t i l l w a t e r ,  MN on t h e  S t .  Croix River ,  two f e s t i v a l  even t s  on t h e  I ron  Range 
i n  V i r g i n i a  and Chisholm and a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  August S c h e l l  Co. brewery and o t h e r  
l o c a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  i n  New U l m ,  MN. Two members had t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  t o u r  wi th  
t h e  Mossyback Morris Men and t h e  Vancouver Morris Men a t  t h e  Vancouver Folk 
F e s t i v a l  and a  t h i r d  v i s i t e d  t h e  new teams i n  Colorado. We look forward t o  t h e  
Renaissance F e s t i v a l  which w i l l  i nc lude  t o u r  v i s i t s  by t h e  Windy C i t y  Women of 
Chicago, P r a r i e  Waves Morris of Omaha and Oak Apple from Madison, W I  a s  w e l l  
a s  our  l o c a l  f a v o r i t e s ,  t h e  B e l l s  of t h e  North. 

We should  a l s o  no te  t h a t  we have taken on two members who moved t o  t h e  W i n  
C i t i e s  from o t h e r  teams i n  Chicago and Por t l and .  Let  us r e i t e r a t e  our p o l i c y  
of doing whatever we can t o  board and e n t e r t a i n  v i s i t i n g  morr is  f o l k s  and t o  
i n v i t e  t h o s e  moving t o  t h e  Twin C i t i e s  t o  look us up. 

S t e v e  Parker ,  438 N.E. 4 th  S t . ,  Mpls., MN 

Mossyback Morris Men ( S e a t t l e ,  WA) 

Yes, Dorothy, t h e  "Emerald Ci ty"  has  i t s  own morr is  s i d e .  Under t h e  capable 
( o r  i s  it c a p r i c i o u s ? )  l e a d e r s h i p  of our  own Wizard of Odds, Squ i re  Bob Greco, 
h imself  an  o u t c a s t  from t h e  Binahamton Morris Men, t h e  MBMM, now i n  t h e i r  t h i r d  
y e a r ,  can dance wi th  a  l o t  of h e a r t ,  some courage and . . . uh, ( w e ' r e  no t  s u r e  
about b r a i n s .  We now have 1 6  members performing Bledington and Ducklington dances, 
with Ann Arbor ' s  Ken Smith, t h e  l a t e s t  morr is  renegade t o  come tumbling down onto  
t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  rainbow. We've become accustomed t o  having f o l k s  drop i n  on us 
from o t h e r  p a r t s ,  and no t  j u s t  from Kansas. I n  t h e  p a s t  year  Laur ie  ~ n d r e s ,  of 
t h e  Foggy Bottom Morris ,  John F l i s s  and J u l i a  Bouland, a l s o  from t h e  o t h e r  Washing- 
t o n ,  and Greg Anderson from t h e  Lexington Morris Men have toured wi th  us.  (Two 
Minnesota dancers  a l s o  p a i d  a  v i s i t  whi le  John 's  l e t t e r  was i n  t r ans i t . - -Eds . )  



T h i s  y e a r  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a  v e r y  a c t i v e  o n e  f o r  t h e  .MBMM. I n  March w e  p e r -  
fo rmed  f o r  Queen E l i z a b e t h  I1 a t  S e a t t l e  C e n t e r  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  S e a t t l e ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  C i t y  d i d  f o r g e t  t o  t e l l  t h e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  a b o u t  u s .  W e  w e r e  j o i n e d  
by s e v e r a l  o t h e r  Nor thwes t  s i d e s - - t h e  Vancouver  M o r r i s  Men, t h e  M i s t y  C i t y  M o r r i s  
( a  new women's t eam i n  S e a t t l e ) ,  and  t h e  P o r t l a n d  M o r r i s  on May Day f o r  much 
f r o l i c k i n g  and  r e v e l r y  on B a i n b r i d g e  I s l a n d .  The day  began w i t h  a  s u n r i s e  d a n c e  
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  P u g e t  Sound a b o a r d  t h e  S e a t t l e / W i n s l o w  f e r r y .  W e  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d  
o r  w i l l  b e  p e r f o r m i n g  a t  a  number o f  f o l k l i f e  f e s t i v a l s  and  o t h e r  f a i r s  i n  b o t h  
S e a t t l e  and  Vancouver ,  B.C. The MBMM and  VMM h a v e  more t h a n  d o u b l e d  t h e  number of  
j o i n t  t o u r s  f rom l a s t  y e a r ,  s p u r r i n g  t h r e a t s  f o r  b o r d e r  c l o s u r e s  t o  a l l  m o r r i s  
d a n c e r s  a n d  s e i z u r e  o f  b e l l p a d s ,  s t i c k s  and h a n d k e r c h i e v e s  by b o t h  U.S. and Cana- 
d i a n  cus toms  o f f i c i a l s .  W e  a l s o  h a v e  o u r  f r e q u e n t  street and  pub t o u r s ,  s u c h  a s  
o u r  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  Day t o u r  f o r  L a r s  Watson, whom w e  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  B r i s b a n e ,  Aus- 
t r a l i a  f o r  a  y e a r  f o r  b e g i n n i n g  h i s  r o u n d s  i n  a  c o u n t e r c l o c k w i s e  d i r e c t i o n .  

W e  e x p e c t  t o  be d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a l m o s t  e v e r y  week t h r o u g h  Sep tember ,  and l e s s  
f r e q u e n t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  anyone who i s  p l a n n i n g  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  
t h e s e  p a r t s  t o  c a l l  e i t h e r  206/527-8953 o r  206/725-7600. 

J o h n  Mauk, Bagman, P. 0. Box 85185, S e a t t l e ,  WA 98105 
Bob G r e c o ,  S q u i r e ,  5131 S .  Mead S t . ,  S e a t t l e ,  WA 98118 

Wake Robin Women's Morris (Amherst, MA) ---- 
We are a women's team, dancing Fieldtown and the occasional, recently-learned Bampton. 

We dance in and around Amherst and the Valley, and enjoy local tours the most, although 
we did have a good time at the Ann Arbor Midwest Morris Ale. 

The team began in September '81, with several who were primarily interested in dancing, 
and against tradition, kits, and tours. An invitation to dance at Mayday in 1982 provided 
motivation to kit and dance out. Since then, we have been hard at work polishing style, 
clarifying points of confusion, and urging new musicians to play. We have a library of 
information going, and plans for several weekends. Rehearsals 7:30 -9:30 Mondays at Bangs 
Commnity Center in Amherst. Call in case we're outside somewhere. 

Karen Blom, 105 Hemenway Rd., North Leverett, MA 01054 

OPEN MORRIS 

By James C .  Brickwedde 

(Editors' Note: This article is the third in a series on the different morris organizations 
representing sides in the United Kingdom. The first dealt with the Morris Ring (January '83, 
Vol. 6, no. 4), and the second with the Womenl's Morris Federation (April '83, Vol. 7, no. 1);) 

Open Morris is the youngest of the three organizational structures representing morris 
sides here in the UK. Started in 1979, largely through the efforts of Fenstanton Morris from 
Cambridgeshire, it has become the meeting ground for morris sides of all persuasions--mixed, 
male and female. Much of the original impetus to form Open Morris came through the need of a 
lone mixed side looking for friendly neighbors. The result is an interesting attitude towards 
the dance. Open Morris, in the UK, comes closest to sharing a philosophy towards morris dancing 
with most American and Canadian sides. That philosophy supports these ideals: 

a) morris is a living tradition subject to societal changes; 



b) morr i s  has  never  been, based on h i s t o r i c a l  evidence,  t r u l y  a n  e x c l u s i v e  male 
p r e r o g a t i v e ;  

- 

c)  i t  i s  more important  t o  dance t h e  dance and t o  do i t  w e l l  t h a n  t o  worry about  
t h e  s e x  of  t h o s e  who dance i t .  

Open N o r r i s  c u r r e n t l y  r e p r e s e n t s  40 s i d e s :  17  mixed, 17 femaie. anc i mait s i a e n .  The  * 
membersni~ i s  comprised of a Lnorough mixture of Cotsws i l ,  Sortnwesr ,  Border ,  Cia: an: Swori 
dance s i d e s ,  w i t n  a  few s i d e s  performing gar land  and count ry  danc inr  ir. t h e i r  r e p e r i o i r e  a s  w e l l .  
Aimosc a l l  t h e  c u r r e n t  member s i d e s  of OM have formed s i n c e  1577, maicing i t  s very young c o l l -  
ec t io r .  of s i d e s  indeed.  

Mixei s i d e s ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  a r e  q u i t e  a  new phenomenor. n e r e .  Outside of t h e  f e ~ -  n i s t o r i c a l  
r e f e r e n c e s  b e f o r e  1890 t o  women dancing i n  a  s e t  t o  h e l p  f i l l  ou t  a  s i d e  on o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  
f u l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  mixed s i d e s  do not  seem t o  have appeared before  1975. Many men's s i d e s  i n  
t h e  Ug can  b a r e l y  t o l e r a t e  t h e  i d e a  of  a  s e t  of women dancing,  never  mind a  coed s e t !  There- 
f o r e ,  mixed s i d e s  have had t o  work h a r d e r  t o  g a i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  and acceptance.  

There is r a r e l y  a  problem i n  t h e  UK of f i n d i n g  enough dancers  of one s e s  t o  form a s i d e .  
I n  America, a s  i s  w e l l  recognized ,  t o  f i n d  s i x  people of any sexua l  p re fe rence  t o  dance m o r r i s  
a t  a l l  is  sometimes a  g r e a t  e f f o r t ;  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  reason f o r  s o  many mixed s i d e s .  But i n  t h e  
UK, t h e  formation of  mixed s i d e s  seems a more d e l i b e r a t e  a c t i o n ,  based a s  much on s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  towards e q u a l  r i g h t s  a s  f o r  t h e  s h e e r  p l e a s u r e  of dancing t h e  dances. 
To t h e  c r e d i t  of  mixed s i d e s  I ' v e  seen  perform, I have been much impressed with t h e  v i g o r  and 
v i t a l i t y  given t o  t h e  dance e q u a l l y  by bo th  i t s  female and male dancers .  I wish I could  say 
t h e  same f o r  many of  t h e  more e s t a b l i s h e d  men's and women's s i d e s  I have seen  a t  Ricg o r  h W  
events--but t h a t  is  next  i s s u e ' s  a r t i c l e .  

OM was, t h e r e f o r e ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h o s e  s i d e s  who chose no t  t o  b a t t l e  over  who i s  o r  i s  
not  t h e  h o l d e r  of t r a d i t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  emphasizes t h e  enjoyment and t h e  be t te rment  of t h e  
dance. Other  s e r v i c e s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  prov ides  a r e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l s  i n  s p e c i f i c  dance t r a d i t i o n s  
a s ' w e l l  a s  i n  p lay ing  music f o r  t h e  m o r r i s ,  a  weekend of dance ( t h i s  y e a r ' s  w i l l  be on August 
5-7 i n  S t .  Albans) ,  t h i r d  p a r t y  l i a b i l i t y  insurance ,  and a  q u a r t e r l y  n e w s l e t t e r .  E f f o r t s  t o  
p rov ide  more explana tory  dance n o t a t i o n  have been made wi tn  a  more n a r r a t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
Fieldtown t r a d i t i o n .  One major shortcoming of t h i s  e f f o r t ,  and w i t h  t h e  h W ' s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  of 
a  s i m i l a r  n a t u r e ,  i s  t h e  l a c k  of  p r i n t e d  music t o  accompany t h e  dance d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  render ing  
t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  f u n c t i o n a l  a s  most b a l l a d  c o l l e c t i o n s - - n i c e  words bu t  no means t o  s i n g  
them by! 

I have been t o  two major Open Morr i s  even ts .  The f i r s t  was a  Fieldtown i n s t r u c t i o n a l  held 
on March 5 of  t h i s  year  i n  Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire. The teach ing  was provided by Roy Dommett 
w i t h  music by Alan Wt.ear (Windsor). Both a r e  remarkable people i n  t each ing  t h e  morr i s .  The 
danc ing  was almost  non-stop (except  f o r  lunch)  f o r  s i x  hours .  Well worth t h e  4.50 f a r e  f o r  
t h e  day. (I wasn't  a b l e ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Northwest Clog i n s t r u c t i o n a l  he ld  i n  
A p r i l  i n  West Yorkshire .  A mus ic ians '  i n s t r u c t i o n a l ,  t o  be  l e d  by  Alan Whear, is  being planned 
f o r  t h i s  coming autumn i n  London.) The seconci even t  was t h e  r e c e n t  Fenstanton Day of Dance 
( June  25-26) he ld  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of Godmanchester, Huntingdon, and Her r ingfords  Abbott.  Six 
s i d e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  two Northwest Morr i s  s i d e s  (one mixed, one female) .  One s u b t l e  
touch of c l a s s  t o  t h e  weekend was t h e  use  of two very  l a r g e  steam powered t r a c t o r s ,  be lch ing  
smoke and s o o t ,  which l e d  and t a i l e d  t h e  process ion  of dancers  a s  they  moved from s i t e  t o  s i t e .  
One t r a c t o r  towed a wagon upon which a l l  t h e  dancers  and musicians p i l e d  t h e i r  paraphernal ia--  
a  most p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  a n  ever-present  problem w h i l e  dancing on t o u r .  

Open Morris and t h e  Women's Morris  Federa t ion  r e c e n t l y  he ld  a  summit meeting i n  o r d e r  t o  
d i s c u s s  common ground. As r e p o r t e d  i n  my a r t i c l e  on t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  hME have r e v i s e d  a l l  
t h e i r  membership r u l e s  l a r g e l y  i n  response t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of Open Morris .  Although chances of 
a  merger between t h e  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  s l i g h t ,  due t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  s t y l e s  of  
o p e r a t i o n ,  each group recognizes  and s u p p o r t s  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  other--much common ground e x i s t s .  



At the summic, it was agreed to combine efforts concerning the notation of dances and collection 
of music, and to cooperate on archival research projects. This is an important development, 
as it will only make for a stronger voice in advocating morris to the public. Many OM sides 
are also WMF members as well, but like the two British political parties, the Liberals and the 
SDP, they will remain separate but equal partners in an alliance. 

* 
One major difference between OM and W, and in fact between OM and the Morris Ring, is 

' OM'S statement of purpose, a portion of which states the objective of upholding a high standard ' of dance. It is the use of the two words "uphold" and "standard" in the same sentence which 
scarei some notable I\YF sides from j0inir.g OX. ir. practice, O?: is incerestei ir. encouragir.: the 
aeveiopment of good dancing anc gooi presentation, bur the concep: of up no id in^ 2 scanbarc 
requires a uniform enforcemen: policy. I: is a dangerous concep: tc holt ant is muck apainsz 
che concept of morris as a living tradition, which was the prime motivatio~ which gave, birth tc 
0 Piember sides could do  weli by themselves in clarifyins tnis volaciie use of ianguapr. 

As with any new organizacioc, Open !,!orris has its groKmf psins, cspecialiy as ir seeks :c 
clarify parliamentary procedure. OX has advertised itself as being governed with a minimun: of 
rules and regulations. However, tc read recent accounts and reactions to OM'S business meetings, 
the fear of creeping bureaucracy has been raised. This adjustment from being a friendlv meeting 
ground to a national organization may be inevitable to some extent. How ordered the governance 
procedures become in the future, only time will tell. 

Many Americans would feel at home with the sides I've met through Open Morris. The 
philosophical approach to the dance is similar and there is less an air of self-importance about 
them and more a feeling of raw energetic friendliness. - 

To contact Open Morris about team or individual membership, future events, etc., write to 
Richard Gregson, Publicity Officer, 27 St. Anns Lane, Godmanchester, Huntingdon, Cambs. 

With  A r t h u r  Knowles 

In an earlier column I brought up the 
problems of dancers shifting from team to 
team, responding to economic incentives 
in the manner of other major sports play- 
ers. This is a change in the nature of 
the morris which we can learn to accept. 
so long as it is regulated. I did not 
bring up a much more dangerous develop- 
ment: the pirating of morris dancers 
through romantic attachment. I had hoped 
that Frank Hall's lightning raid on 
Minneapolis last year would be a singular 
occurrence. Unfortunately that has not 
been the case. It has now come to light 
that the memorable and much enjoyed 
American tour of the Bampton Traditional 
Morris was in fact a thinly disguised 
reconnaisance in force in the growing 
battle for quality dancers. At least two 

weddings have resulted, or will soon result from that notable foray, with concomi- 
tant loss of dancers to American sides. If this 'trend continues, it will wreak 
havockwith the fine balance between the British and American morris leagues. And 
until we can think of some other way to deal with the proble~, we are sincerei17 
hoping that some of the British women's teams will visit our shores so that we 
have a chance to get even. 



11. The recent decision handed down by the Supreme Court of the United States on 
sex discrimination in the payment of pension annuities has been noted with great 
alarm by some morris dancers. This landmark decision could, indeed, have far- 
reaching effects throughout the morris community. Disregarding the much argued 
merits of the current situation, it cannot be argued that morris dancinq is one of fi the few survivng institutions which discriminates entirely and solely on the basis 
of sex. Each independent morris side defines itself as "men's", "women's" or 
"mixed". Now, to my knowledge, there are no federal civil actions pending which 
would call into question our right to define ourselves and, in effect, discriminate 
on the basis of sex. Given the present levels of funding for morris dancing, it 
is unlikely that we shall have to face this difficulty in the near future. yowever 
the Supreme Court's latest decision might well be applicable to morris dancing 
in specific cases. 

Suppose a typical mixed side, after dancing out and busking the crowd for s 
fair return, settles into the local pub around a large table well stocked with 
pitchers of their favorite brew. It has been statistically proven that women 
(with a few notable exceptions) drink less than men. Are the women therefore 
being shorted their fair share of the return on the group bag? Or does the fact 
(again statistically proven) that the women tend to stay sober longer than the 
men mean that they get more than their fair share of enjoyment out of the occasion? 
This is not necessarily a new problem. Those of us who are renowned (or notorious) 
for drinking quickly have always suffered from the abuse and complaints of the 
"sippers", especially when the quantity of beer is limited. For the present, 
arguements of this nature are easily solved on the local level, with or without 
gloves, but woebetide us all should the Federal government decide to intervene in 
the' morris. 

B y  S c o t t  B a r t e l l  

Most of us played with "hobby horses" as children, if only ~y straddlinc a 
broom and pretending to chase the rustlers across the prarie, six-guns blazinc. 
Or perhaps you chose the more direct route of actually pretending to be the 
horse, tying a dish towel behind you and stamping and snorting while someone 
offered you a handful of grass. Remember how powerful and free you felt? You 
were participating in an ancient and honorable tradition that goes right along- 
side the morris dance: the horse plays. 

Most readers of this newsletter undoubtedly have encountered the horse as a 
figure of fun and mischievous interference, weaving in and out of your figures 
and generally causing a charming mess. In the two rituals described here, the 
horse is the central figure and everyone else an accessory: though humor is still 
present, deeper currents of power run through the drama. n 

The two I have seen and participated in are the "Padstow 'Oss" and the "Mari k' 
Llewyd": the first comes from the Cornish village of Padstow and the other from 
the mining areas of Wales and both go back into the uncharted reaches of 
antiquity. (My attempts to write about them here are meant only as an experi- 
ential introduction by someone who has enjoyed them, not as a scholarly analysis. 
If any reader caE correct or expand on my lovingly supplied misinformation, 
please do!) 



S e v e r a l  e l emen t s  appea r  t o  have been f r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h i s  one: t h e  a e a t k  
and r e b i r t h  c y c l e  by Punch and Judy and t h e  Doctor .  and t h e  g e n e r a i  f e r k i l i t y  
magic by t h e  h o r s e .  I t  seems a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  f o r  t h e  h o r s e  t o  n i p  t h e  womer. ar,S 
i n s t i l l  f e r t i l i t y  when i t ,  t o o ,  i s  female :  t h i s  may have c ros sed  ove r  f r o r .  ar 
315 i r i s t ,  r i t u a l  i n  which t h e  k i n c  a t  h i s  e l e v a t i o n  went throuzk a ceremor~y cf 
r i t u a l  o r  a c t u a l  c o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  a  w h i t e  mare which embodied t h e  macic s p i r i t  o t  

) t h e  whole t r i b e .  Without  t h i s  mat ing ,  t h e  k i n g  was n o t  p r o p e r l y  i n v e s t e d  wi th  
t h e  magic ene rgy .  I n  some v e r s i o n ,  t h e  mare was t h e n  s a c r i f i c e d  and t h e  meat 
cooked i n  a  huge cau ld ron ;  t h e  k ing  had t o  b a t h e  i n  t h e  b r o t h  and then  a l l  t h e  
t r i b e  p a r t o o k .  That  may r e f l e c t  glimmers of t h e  o l d e s t  u se  of t h e  h o r s e :  a s  a  
hun ted  s o u r c e  o f  food.  The w h i t e  mare shows up i n  o t h e r  o l d  mythic  c o n t e x t s  t o o .  
The c a p i t o l  of  one Nor thern  I r i s h  dynas ty  was a t  Emain Macha, named a f t e r  a  
goddess  who t u r n e d  i n t o  a  w h i t e  h o r s e .  The Angles and Saxons c a r r i e d  w h i t e  h o r s e  
t a i l  banners  and two of t h e i r  l egenda ry  l e a d e r s  who invaded C e l t i c  B r i t a i n  w e r e  
Hengest  and Horsa--both words f o r  h o r s e .  I don ' t ' know i f  "Mari Llewyd" i s  s t i l l  
done i n  Wales. 

The "Padstow 'Oss"  d e f i n i t e l y  & s t i l l  done i n  Padstow. There i s  an e x c e l -  
l e n t  f i l m  of it be ing  performed a s  a  con t inued  l i v i n g  May Day t r a d i t i o n  a  few 
y e a r s  ago. 

Th i s  is a  much s i m p l e r  r i t u a l  and ,  a s  I e x p e r i e n c e d  i t ,  a  much more powerfu l  
one .  I n  Padstow, s e v e r a l  teams s t a r t  from d i f f e r e n t  ends  of  t h e  town a t  day- 
b reak  and go  a l l  day ,  paus ing  o n l y  t o  e a t  and d r i n k  a s  t h e y  p r o c e s s .  Each team 
h a s  mus ic i ans ,  b u t  t h e  on ly  r e a l  c h a r a c t e r s  I r e c a l l  a r e  t h e  'Oss and h i s  Tease r .  

Th i s  h o r s e  is p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  a  s t a l l i o n ,  a c t i n g  t h e  same way a s  t h e  h o r s e  i n  
t h e  "Mari Llewyd" b u t  c a t c h i n g  young women under i ts  costume d rapes  and marking 
them wi th  s o o t  o r  p i t c h  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  r e l e a s e d ,  now b e a r i n g  good luck .  The 

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago I was a t t e n d i n g  a  mus ica l  and c u l t u r a l  camp-out i n  n o r t h e r n  
C a l i f o r n i a  c a l l e d  t h e  Bard ic  Weekend. T h i s  annua l  e v e n t  was o rgan ized  by t h e  . 
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  C e l t i c  S t u d i e s ,  a  Bay Area group of  which I was a  member and 
o f f i c e r .  Along w i t h  c l a s s e s  i n  p l a y i n g  pennywhis t l e  and h a r p ,  G a e l i c  and Welsh 
language  l e s s o n s ,  h i s t o r y  and mythology l e c t u r e s  and a  l o t  of  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e a s t -  
i n g  ( r o a s t e d  salmon i n  b u t t e r  and honey) and d r i n k i n g  (Guinness and c l a r e t ,  mead 
and me theg l in )  w e  d i d  l a r g e  dances  and r i t u a l s ,  such a s  t h e  m o r r i s  ( l e d  by Terry 
O ' N e a l ) ,  t h e  mummers' p l a y s ,  t h e  wren boys and--new t o  me--the h o r s e  p l a y s .  

The "Mari Llewyd" (Welsh f o r  "whi te  mare") is a  p l a y  done by t h e  miners  each  
y e a r  a t  E a s t e r  i n  a  p r o c e s s i o n  from house t o  house  w i t h i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e ,  p r e s e n t -  
i n g  t h e  r i t u a l  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  good luck  of  t h e  household  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  c a k e s ,  
a l e ,  money and s o  f o r t h .  A Foreman ( i n  t o p  h a t  w i t h  r i b b o n s )  s i n g s  t h e  whole 
way th rough  t h e  p roceed ings ,  i nvok ing  t h e  F a i r  Fo lk  t o  see t h e  p l a y  and naming 
each  of  t h e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  t h e y  per form t h e i r  p a r t s .  (Unfo r tuna te ly  I must 
o p e r a t e  from memory h e r e . )  There a r e  a  s e r g e a n t  and a  c o r p o r a l  who make music on 
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  Punch and Judy who f i g h t  and make up,  a  Doctor  who b r i n g s  Punch 
back  a f t e r  h e  is knocked o u t  by a  blow from Judy,  and t h e  Horse.  This  h o r s e  i s  

1 a  p o l e  w i t h  a  head ,  which i n  times p a s t  used t o  be  a  r e a l  h o r s e  s k u l l ,  w i th  a  
c l a p p e r  jaw worked by t h e  p l a y e r  who c a r r i e s  t h e  whole c o n t r a p t i o n  e l e v a t e d  w i t h  
a  w h i t e  s h e e t  c o v e r i n g  him. H e  dances and c a p e r s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  b u t  b p e r i o d i c a l l y  runs  w i l d  and lunges  a f t e r  women i n  t h e  aud ience .  They a r e  supposed 
t o  p r e t e n d  t o  be f r i g h t e n e d  and run  b u t  a l s o  a r e  supposed t o  be caught  and nipped 
by t h e  h o r s e - - t h i s  b r i n g s  them "good l u c k "  f o r  t h e  coming y e a r ,  which meant more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I am t o l d ,  pregnancy.  The dance was t a u g h t  and l e d  by t h e  l a t e  
Greg Poo le ,  a  f i n e  s i n g e r  and promoter  o f  Welsh customs i n  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ;  h e  had 
many v e r s e s  f o r  t h e  song which i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  h e  had set  t o  a  ve ry  s i n g a b l e  
I r i s h  a i r  we a l l  knew. The p l a y  was s h o r t  and n o t  t o o  demanding: t h e  t o t a l  
e f f e c t  was l i g h t  and whimsica l  and bo th  pe r fo rmers  enjoyed i t  g r e a t l y .  



cos tume i s  q u i t e  cumbersome: i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  h u g e ,  h e a w  i r o n  hoop a b o u t  f i v e  
f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r  s u s p e n d e d  by s t r a p s  f rom t h e  s h o u l d e r s  o f  t h e  p l a y e r .  The hoop 
i s  f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  b l a c k  c l o t h  w i t h  r e d  g e o m e t r i c  p a t t e r n s  and l o n g  b l a c k  s k i r t s  
sweep down t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  The p l a y e r ' s  head  i s  c o v e r e d  by a  t a l l ,  p o i n t e d  b l a c k  
h a t  w i t h  a  r e d  demonic  f a c e  p a i n t e d  on t h e  f r o n t ,  v e r y  g r i m  and much l a r g e r  t h a n  
t h e  p l a y e r ' s  own f a c e .  A v e r y  s m a l l  h o r s e  h e a d  is  mounted o n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
hoop  a n d  a  t a i l  on t h e  r e a r .  The p l a y e r  must  l e a p  and c a p e r  and sweep t h e  hoop 
a b o u t  w i t h  g r e a t  v i g o r  a s  h e  p r o c e s s e s ,  r u n  i n t o  t h e  crowd and l i f t  t h e  hoop t o  
e n s n a r e  a  v i c t i m  w i t h  c a r e  and a g i l i t y ,  smudge and  r e l e a s e  h e r  and n o t  knock any- 
o n e  u n c o n s c i o u s  w i t h  t h e  hoop .  T h i s  g o e s  on and  on w h i l e  t h e  p l a y e r  i s  h i d d e n  
i n s i d e  t h e  h e a v y ,  s w e l t e r i n g  o u t f i t .  ( I  know t h i s  b e c a u s e  I danced  i t . )  

H e  i s  l e d  by t h e  T e a s e r ,  a  F o o l  who d a n c e s  b e f o r e  him c a r r y i n g  a  wand w i t h  a  
l i t t l e  h e a r t - s h a p e d  s i l k  c u s h i o n ,  f rom which d a n g l e s  a  f r i n g e  o f  r i b b o n s .  T h i s  
i s  h e l d  b e f o r e  t h e  h o r s e ' s  n o s e  and s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  a t t r a c t  
h i s  a t t e n t i o n  b e s i d e s  t h e  women i n  t h e  crowd. When l o o k e d  a t  w i t h  a  s q u i n t ,  t h e  
t e a s i n g - s t i c k  i s  a  p r e t t y  c l e a r  symbol  o f  f e m a l e  g e n i t a l i a .  

A s  t h e y  move f o r w a r d ,  t h e  p l a y e r s  s i n g  a  s o n g  whose c h o r u s  i s  " U n i t e  and  
u n i t e  and  l e t  u s  a l l  u n i t e /  F o r  summer is y-come t o d a y /  And w h i t h e r  we a r e  g o i n g ,  
we w i l l  a l l  u n i t e /  On t h i s  mer ry  morn ing  o f  May." The e f f e c t  i s  v e r y  j o l l y  and 
l u s t y  and  t h e  s p e c t a t o r s  f o l l o w  a l o n g ,  mimick ing  t h e  t r o u p e :  when t h e  ' O s s  c a t c h e s  
someone,  male  s p e c t a t o r s  g r a b  women and  m i m e  i n t e r c o u r s e  f rom b e h i n d  w i t h  them 
(shown i n  t h e  f i l m  and  a t t e s t e d  t o )  i n  s p i t e  o f  g r e a t  d i v e r s i t y  o f  a g e  and  
s t a t i o n .  

L u c k i l y  f o r  t h e  p o o r  ' O s s  d a n c e r ,  h e  g e t s  t o  " d i e "  a t  i n t e r v a l s .  s i n k i n g  t o  
t h e  g r o u n d  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  s i n g  some s l o w ,  complex,  o b s c u r e  v e r s e s  w i t h  a  l o t  o f  
h i s t o r i c a l  r e f e r e n t s  i n  them.  F i n a l l y  h e  is  r e v i v e d  and b r o u g h t  t o  h l s  f e e t  by 
a  maiden w i t h  a  c u p  of  d r i n k  who f i r s t  p u t s  t h e  h o r s e - h e a d  muzz le  i n t o  i t ,  t h e n  
b r i n g s  it t o  t h e  p l a y e r ' s  l i p s .  With t h a t ,  t h e  m u s i c  p i c k s  up a g a i n  and t h e  
t r o u p e  i s  or. t h e i r  way. A t  t h e  s u n s e t .  t h e  t e a r  goes  t-n t h e  e a g e  of ; 5ody o f  
w a t e r  where  t h e  h o r s e  s t o o p s  t o  d r i n k  and t h e  r i t u a l  is  o v e r .  

The t o t a l  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  d a n c e  1 s  h e a v i e r  a n c  more 1 n s l s t e r . t .  While  i t  1 s  
. . .  

s r ; i l l  q u l x e  s e x u a l  ( a n c  some of  t n e  :<orner. rernair. nlcaer. uncier Ens h o r s e  c r a p e z  
f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e )  and  most  e v e r y o n e  seers t o  e n j o y  i t ,  it i s  v e r y  h a r d  work anE 
p e o p l e  somet imes  g e t  i n t o  a  t r a n c e - l i k e  s t a t e  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  and 
e f f o r t .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  somewhat s i n i s t e r  tome w i t h  t h e  huge  b l a c k  h o r s e  and 
t h e  demon mask. T h i s  l a t t e r  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  d e s c i n a e d  f rom a n  A f r i c a n  w i t c h  doc-  
t o r ' s  mask b r o u g h t  back  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 7 0 0 ' s  by a  s a i l o r ,  and many women a t  o u r  
g a t h e r i n g  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  f r i g h t e n e d ,  r e p u l s e d  o r  u n w i l l i n g  t o  aet  t o o  c l o s e .  
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  many r e p o r t e d  s t r o n g  s e x u a l  f e e l i n g s  a r o u n d  i t  a f t e r  a number 
o f  r e p e t i t i o n s .  

I h a d  assumed a t  t h e  t i m e  I saw t h e s e  (and  danced  t h e  h o r s e  i n  b o t h )  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  w e l l  known t o  most  m o r r i s  and r i t u a l  d a n c e r s ,  b u t  I h a v e  s i n c e  
f o u n d  t h a t  n o t  t o  b e  t h e  case. I h a v e  l o s t  my w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l s  and would l o v e  
t o  h e a r  f rom any who h a v e  more knowledge of  t h e s e  d a n c e s .  ( F o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  a t  
t h e  M i n n e a p o l i s  May Day P a r a d e  and p i c n i c ,  a  g r o u p  of  pagans  s a n g  t h e  whole  
Pads tow s o n g  b u t  h a d  n o  knowledge o f  t h e  d a n c e . )  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e s e  d a n c e s  l i v e  
f o r  m e  i n  a  m e a n i n g f u l  way. 

( E d i t o r s '  n o t e :  S c o t t  B a r t e l l  i s  a  p i p e r ,  h a r p e r ,  s i n g e r ,  p a g a n ,  t h e r a p i s t  and 
f r i e n d  of  t h e  m o r r i s  i n  M i n n e s o t a .  H e  r e s i d e s  i n  S t .  P a u l  and w r i t e s  o c c a s i o n -  
a l l y  f o r  s e v e r a l  l o c a l  p a p e r s .  ) 



MORRIS DIRECTORY UPDATE 

We were amazed and pleased to receive a great number of corrections and aiditions to the 
-9-5 directory. Listed beiou are new teams (neb: tc us, a: least), new contact persons, address 
zorrections, an? additional parenthetical informatior. or. tear. membership (?!=mer.'s, V=womez's. - :x=r.ixed, and li=icias,, renearsal day (M,T,K,Th,F,Sa,Suj, and rear founded. 1:'s up tc inalviauz; 
teams to let us knov of further errors or changes--we hope there aren't too many. 

British Columbia 

Vancouver Morris Men. Graham Baldwin, Squire, 2380 Hyannis D ? . ,  North Vancouver 
B.C., V7H 2E6 (M;?:82) 

California 

Berkeley Morris. (Mx;T;77) 
Long Beach Morris. (new listing) Gene Lerner, 336 Argonne Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90814 ( ? ; ? ; ? )  

Colorado 

Circle Weavers. See team news. (V,M;?;79) -- 

Connecticut 

Mianus River Morris. (Mx;?;76) --- 
Mystic Garland. (W;?;81) 
New Haven Morris and Sword. (Mx;?;77) ----- 

District of Coiumbia 

Rock Creek Morris. (new contact) Marte Clark, 2901 Connecticut Avenue Nk', B3, Washington, D.C. --- 
20008 (W;T;79) 

Illinois 

Windy City Women. (new address) Leslie Roberts, 659 W. Cornelia, Apt. lW, Chicago, IL 60657 

Maine 

Fiddler's Reach Morris. (Mx;W;75) 
Fiddlesticks Morris Men. (new listing) Alan Furth, RFD 1, Box 162, Lubec, ME 04652 (M;?;81) 
Highland Mary. Apologies to Sarah McBrian for getting her name wrong. Address is Box 135, 

Hope, ME 04847 (W;?;78) 
Lord Hill Morris Men. (complete address) John Gawler, Buttermilk Hill, Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918 ---- 
Marsh Island Morris. Kathy Carter's ZIP is 04469 --- 
Starling Morris. Contact is Liana Eastman, RFD 1, Fayette, ME 04349 (FIX;?;~~) 
Twin Spruce Morris Women. Deborah ~urth's address: RFD 1, Box 162, Lubec, ME 04652 (k';?;81) - 

Maryland 

Huntingdon Sword of Baltimore. (M;T;82) 

I 1 



Banburv Cross Morris  an2 Sworl. (new l i s t i n g j  Betn Anderson, 4 Jenness  k o a l ,  b rooki ine ,  ?Lt. ----- 
02146 (K:Tb:81\ 

Berksh i re  Plorr is .  inel< l i s t i n ; )  Cnris  b e i s k i ,  Box 1 6 ,  S h e f f i e i d ,  %. 001157 (?::7 :82' 
Slack  J o k e r s .  (X;'%; ?; -- 
Eat  Penny Morris .  (W-"- , - - ,  78j 
M i l l e r s  River  Morris .  Contact  i s  B i l l  S u l l i v a n ,  Neale Road, Royalston,  Y '  00331 (M;?;Sl)  --- 
Muddy River  Morris .  (W ;T ; ?) 
Pmewoods Morris  Men. (M;Su;66) 
Wake Robin Women's Morris .  (new l i s t i n g )  Karen Blom, 105 Hemenway Road, North L e v e r e t t ,  N.4 ---- 

01054 (V;M; 81) 

Missour i  

(Kansas City,MO) (new l i s t i n g ,  but  we d o n ' t  have t h e  name) Bet ty  T i l l o t s o n ,  7617 Nadisoc, 
Kansas C i t y ,  MO 6L114 ( ? ; ? ; ? )  

Mew Hampshire - 
Canterbury Morris.  (new l i s t i n g )  Dudley Laufman, Canterbury,  NH 03224 (Mx,K;?;75) 
H a r r i s v i l l e  Morris .  (W;M;78) 
J a c k  0 '  t h e  Green Morris  Men. (new l i s t i n g )  B i l l  Thomas, RFD 3 ,  Sawmill Road, H i l l s b o r o ,  NH ------ 

03244 (M: ? :82) . . .  - 

Merr ie  Mac Morris .  (Mx;Su;80) --- 
Nonesuch Morris .  (Mx;? ;8O) 
Twin S t a t e  Morris  and F r u i t .  (new l i s t i n g )  Blake Meike, P.O. Box A-192, Hanover, NH 03755 ----- 

(Mx;W;82) 

New York -- 
Binghamton Morr i s  Men. (M;T;73) 
Bouwerie =. (M;M;80) 
Greenwich Morris  Men. (new c o n t a c t )  S teve  C o r r s i n ,  423 W. 120 th  S t r e e t ,  Apt. 9 7 ,  New York, NY 

10027 

Lake E f f e c t  M o r r i s .  E l a i n e  L a r s e n ,  1 2  Genesee  st., S c o t t s v i l l e .  NY 1 4 5 4 6  ( ? r ? ' ? )  --- 

New J e r s e y  - 
y i l l s t o n e  R i v e r  M o r r i s .  ( F o r e p e r s o n :  Andrea Osgood, S q u i r e :  M a r t i n  H a r i s s )  

James Van F l e e t ,  1 1 6  L i v i n g s t o n  A v .  A p t - l B ,  New Brunswick ,  N J  0 8 9 0 1  (?:?:83) 

Ontar io  

Green F i d d l e  Morris .  ( c o r r e c t  address )  Doug Creighton,  c / o  TRANZAC, 292 Brunswick Avenue, --- 
Toronto,  ONT M55 2M7 

Malt M i l l  Morris .  Contact  i s  John G i l l e t t ,  1126 Nashua Avenue, London, ONT N6K 2C3 --- 

Pennsylvania 

I r o n  C i t y  Morris .  (new l i s t i n g )  Nancy P r e n t i c e ,  306 E. Leasure Avenue, New C a s t l e ,  PA 16101 - 



Vermont 

The Midnight Capers. (new l i s t i n g )  Lar ry  Becker, 28-1/2 F i r s t  Avenue, Montpel ier ,  VT 05602 - 
(Mx;?;81) 

Washington 

Madcap Morris .  (new l i s t i n g )  P a t r i c i a  Tanin,  2720 NE 92nd, S e a t t l e ,  WA 98115 (?;M;82) 

:Xisty C i t v  Morris ,  (new l i s t i n g )  L iz  Dreisbach,  no a d d r e s s  a v a i l a b l e ,  S e a t t l e ,  WA. Phone i s  
765-7034 (W;W;82) 

:.:ossyback -- ? i o r r i ~  Xer.. (neb- l i s t i n g )  Tir. Lane, 2713  N E  94 tk ,  S e a t t l e ,  \*?A 98115. (y:!j: 8 1 )  

The fo l lowing  teams a r e  defunc t :  

Gasworks Morris  ( S e a t t l e ,  WA) 
Wetland Stompers (West Acton, MA) 
S t i l l w a t e r  Morris  Men (Orono, ME) 
Koose Mountain Morris  (Norwich, VT) 

The f i r s t  a l l -Colorado Morris Aie w i l l  be  ne id  ir. Bouider or. A u g u s ~  26-2k. Teams 
a t t e n d i n g  w i l l  i n c l u d e  Maroon B e l l s  ( B o u l a e r j ,  Rocky Mountair. ?!orris anC Swort ( F t .  Collins!.  
C i r c l e  weavers (Denver),  an6 Swords over  S o p r i s  (Carbonaaie; .  Anvone ~ r a v e l i n r  ir t h e  are: 
is welcome t o  a t t e n d .  Contact  S a i l i t  Sprague, 14; Sc. 30:h S:., bouider  CC S030;. 



Sword Dance 

I F  YO[' ARE IUTERESTEI) IS P A K l ~ I C I I ' A T I S ( ~ .  I'LF.ASE C O S T A C T  E I T H F K :  

LET cs KNOW HOW M A N Y  OF YOU WOULD L I M E  TO ATTESI) A N D  W H A T  I ) A N C : ~ \  OK 

PLAYS YOU DO. PLEASE RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIULE SO THAI 

T H E  APPROPRIATE ARKANCEMENTS CAN 11E MAIIIi. 



The American Morris Newsletter is published four times per year, 
typically in April, July, October and January. Individual subscriptions 
are available for $3 per year (overseas subscribers should add $3 for air 
mail delivery, $1 for surface mail). Team subscriptions are $2 per copy 
for a minimum of'.six copies sent to the same address. Back issues are 
available for 70C each plus postage. Please make all checks or money orders 
payable to American Morris Newsletter. Copy deadlines for the submission 
of articles, letters or team news are the fifteenth of the month preceding 
publication. After that date contact us by telephone at 612/379-2286. 

I would like to subscribe to the American Morris Newsletter. This is a 
new renewed subscription. I have enclosed my check or 
money order. Mailing address: m, 438 N.E. 4th St., Minneapolis, MN 
55413. 

NAME TEAM OR AFFILIATION 

--- 
A D D R E S S  ZIP CODE 



EDfmR: Steve Parker 
426 # e E e  4th St, 
HIrurbapoUs, MN 55413 


