


FROM THE EDITORS 

As t h e  c o l d  winds blow h e r e  i n  Minnesota,  your  e d i t o r s  have proved once a g a i n  t h a t  t y p i n g  
keeps  t h e  f i n g e r s  from f r e e z i n g .  I n  t h e  midst  of cab in  f e v e r ,  we a r e  s t i l l  a b l e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  
p o t s  of  c rocus  have appeared i n  t h e  shops--spr ing (and Mayday) cannot  be f a r  behind.  We must 
c o n f e s s  t h a t  we l i e d  about t h e  bulk  m a i l i n g  pe rmi t ;  i t  s imply i s n ' t  f e a s i b l e  a t  t h i s  t ime.  
T h i s  i s s u e ,  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e ,  i s  s l i g h t l y  t h i n n e r  than  t h e  l a s t .  We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  ho ld  down 
m a i l i n g  c o s t s .  

Apologies  t o  anyone whose name we may have bu tche red  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  o r  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Team 
cor re sponden t s  a r e  r eques t ed  t o  p l e a s e  p r i n t  names t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  3 news o r  a r t i c l e s .  
Your e d i t o r s  a r e  p r e t t y  handy w i t h  a  d i c t i o n a r y ,  b u t  we have no sourcebook f o r  p e o p l e ' s  names. 

A reminder--next i s s u e  i s  t h e  1984 d i r e c t o r y .  We w i l l  e n c l o s e  an update  n o t e  i n  news- 
l e t t e r s  f o r  team cor re sponden t s .  P l e a s e  be s u r e  and r e t u r n  t h e  in fo rma t ion  prompt ly ,  s o  t h a t  
your team can be inc luded .  Also ,  l e t  u s  know now about  any new teams you a r e  aware o f - - l e t ' s  
t r y  t o  keep t h e  J u l y  c o r r e c t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n s  t o  a  minimum. 

--Lynn ?ladow Dennis,  co -ed i to r  

TEAM NEWS -- 
Ann Arbor Mor r i s  and Sword (Ann Arbor,  M I )  ----- 

Ann Arbor Morr is  and Sword i s  s t i l l  a l i v e  and w e l l  and going s t r o n g  d e s p i t e  l o s i n g  f i v e  
teammates t o  t h e  l u r e  of t h e  Eas t  (ah!  t h e  mys te r ious  O r i e n t ! )  Jeanne H o f t i e g e r  and Mary 
Bruchac moved t o  New J e r s e y  and Massachuse t t s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  and Bruce Sagan and Judy B a r l a s  
a r e  spend ing  a n  academic ( n o t  a l c o h o l i c )  yea r  i n  Wales p r i o r  t o  t a k i n g  up  new r e s i d e n c e  
i n  Vermont. Not t o  be  outdone,  t h e  r e d o u b t a b l e  John Cavanaugh, f o r  whom New England and 
even Wales were n o t  enough e a s t ,  has  moved t o  S t .  Albans,  s l i g h t l y  n o r t h  of London. Marge 
has  made a  b r i e f  v i s i t  "home" t o  Ann Arbor t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  s h e  has  t aken  up w i t h  a  gang of 
l u n a t i c s  known a s  Wake Robin, and Rayna and David made a  s p e c i a l  t r i p  a c r o s s  t h e  ocean t o  
check on Bruce,  Judy,  and John.  We a r e  happy t o  s a y  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  a r e  f l o u r i s h i n g  - John 
has  j o i n e d  Hammersmith Mor r i s  and we j o i n e d  Bruce and Judy a t  a  weekly p r a c t i c e  n i g h t  f o r  
Aber Mor r i s ,  a  l o v e l y  bunch of peop le ,  composed, no t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  of more E n g l i s h  and 
American s t u d e n t s  than  Welsh t i a t i v e s .  



We have gained s e v e r a l  v e r y  promis ing new members, i n c l u d i n g  a  s o r t  of  l egacy  from 
Kate  Carey (once of  Green F i d d l e ,  now o u t  i n  Canada's Wild West - t hank  you Kate ,  wherever 
you a re ! )  Our weekly p r a c t i c e s  a r e  normal ly  a t  5 pm Sunday b u t  w i l l  b e  t e m p o r a r i l y  suspended 
d u r i n g  t h e  upcoming h o l i d a y  and t r a v e l  s eason .  Any m o r r i s  d a n c e r s  pass ing  th rough  a r e  
s t r o n g l y  urged t o  j o i n  u s .  C a l l  313-971-7267 f o r  d e t a i l s .  We a r e  c u r r e n t l y  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  
on BuckneJl b u t  w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n i n g  some of  o u r  o l d  f a v o r i t e s  and undoubtedly  d u s t i n g  o f f  
Bampton, Adderbury, etc.  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  Ale  season .  

Rayna Alsbe rg ,  2345 Fernwood, Ann Arbor ,  MI 48104 

Foggy Bottom Mor r i s  (Washington, D.C.) 

The Voorhees-Kallina-Brown t i c k e t  was a g a i n  swept i n t o  o f f i c e  i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  November 
e l e c t i o n .  The foreman 's  c h a i r  is v a c a n t ,  s o  we ' re  s o r t  o f  s p r e a d i n g  t h o s e  d u t i e s  around a s  
we work on mos t ly  o l d  s t u f f .  We welcomed t o  t h e  team Binghamton man Jon  E r i c s o n ,  fo rmer ly  
of t h e  now d e f u n c t  T a l l a h a s e e  Mor r i s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  Maggie E r i c s o n  and J u l i a  Borland - e x c e l l e n t  
mus ic i ans  bo th .  

Big e v e n t s  of  t h e  y e a r  inc luded  o u r  annua l  Walking Tour i n  which we were  accompanied by t h e  
madcap J u g g l e r  Meadow men a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  Ras ta  Bob. (By t h e  way, R a s t a ,  
t h e  1984 t o u r  w i l l  b e  on t h e  f o u r t h ,  no t  t h e  t h i r d ,  weekend i n  June . )  Some of u s  went t o  
t h e  f i n e  a l e  i n  Toronto  and s t a y e d  w i t h  ex-foreman Roger Avery. The y e a r  ended w i t h  o u r  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  Chr i s tmas  Reve l s  - and we thank  you Shag Grae tz  f o r  t e a c h i n g  u s  Abbots 
Bromley f o r  t h a t  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  your  g e n e r a l  good a d v i c e .  

Does anyone know who t h o s e  m o r r i s  men a r e  who appea r  i n  t h e  Men Without Ha t s  v i d e o  of  
t h e  song "Safety  Dance?" And what is  t h a t  dance  t h e y  a r e  doing?!  

Pau l  K a l l i n a ,  412 North  Cleveland S t . ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  VA 22201 

K.C. Checkerboard Mor r i s  Team (Kansas C i t y ,  MO) 

I was p l e a s e d  t o  have t h e  l i s t i n g  o f  o u r  m o r r i s  team i n  your  r e c e n t  n e w s l e t t e r  and am 
sending you he rewi th  some a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion :  

a Our name i s  K.C. Checkerboard Mor r i s  Team. The team was founded i n  1978, and a s  l i s t e d  
i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  I am t h e  c o n t a c t  person.  We a r e  a  women's team, and perform g a r l a n d  dances ,  
Cotswold Mor r i s ,  and c log .  Our r e h e a r s a l  days  a r e  Tuesday, Sa tu rday ,  and Sunday. 

We have j u s t  f i n i s h e d  o u r  s e v e n t h  season  a t  t h e  Kansas C i t y  Renaissance F e s t i v a l  ( i n  1977 
a t  t h e  f i r s t  f e s t i v a l ,  we were n o t  o rgan ized  a s  a  m o r r i s  team, bu t  d i d  perform Eng l i sh  
country  dances ) .  

We perform p e r i o d i c a l l y  th roughou t  t h e  Kansas C i t y ,  wes te rn  Missour i ,  and e a s t e r n  
Kansas a r e a .  

Be t ty  T i l l o t s o n ,  7617 Madison, Kansas C i t y ,  MO 64114 



Midnight Capers  (Cabot,  VT) 

W e  a r e  a  mixed s i d e  of  about 1 2  peop le ,  danc ing  t o g e t h e r  a lmost  t h r e e  y e a r s .  We a r e  
do ing  most ly  Headington, Bampton and Stanton-Harcour t .  

J a n e t  Van F l e e t ,  R.F.D. Cabot,  VT. 05647 

Minnesota T r a d i t i o n a l  Morr is  ( ~ i n n e a ~ o l i s / S t .  P a u l ,  ?lN) 

El  S o l  d ipped t o  i t s  lowest  i n f l u e n c e  i n  many decades  ove r  t h e  n o r t h e r n  midwest a s  MTM 
b r a v e l y  brought i t s  swords t o  b e a r  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  of  t h e  seasons .  G r e a t l y  renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  
sword danc ing  t h i s  y e a r  brought  f o r t h  y e t  a n o t h e r  o f f s p r i n g  of  t h e  Minnesota Sword Dance 
Ceremony, t h i s  one m o t h e r l e s s ,  having s a c r i f i c e d  o l d  Beezum t o  s h o r t e n  i t  up. The longsword 
group prepared Ampleforth a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r  and a  r a p p e r  team worked up t h e  North W a l b o t t l e  
dance,  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  MTM t h a t  f l i p s  have been used.  A l l  went w e l l ,  
excep t  f o r  one i l l - f a t e d  a t t e m p t  t o  demons t r a t e  a  f a c i a l  l a n d i n g ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  some emergency 
d e n t a l  work. S q u i r e  La r ry  Klueh and mumming c a p t a i n  Rudd Rayf i e ld  managed most o f  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  work f o r  t h e  f i r s t  annua l  Minnesota Sword Dance and Mumming Ale,  d e s c r i b e d  e l s e -  
where i n  =. 

The coming y e a r ' s  f e s t i v i t i e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  g a l a  t o u r  d u r i n g  t h e  Minnesota Renaissance 
F e s t i v a l  (p robab ly  Labor Day weekend), d u r i n g  which t h e  p resence  o f  any and a l l  former 
MTM men is  r e q u e s t e d  f o r  h i l a r i t y ,  h i j i n k s ,  and a u l d  l a n g  syne.  The o t h e r  major  event  planned 
t h i s  y e a r  is a  t o u r  o f  England between June  28 th  and J u l y  1 7 t h .  T h i s  was prompted by t h e  
e m i g r a t i o n  o f  former  MTM dance r  and s q u i r e  John Cavanaugh (most r e c e n t l y  o f  Ann Arbor Morr is  
and Sword),  who i s  rumored t o  be  danc ing  w i t h  Hammersmith. L i k e l y  s t o p s  on t h e  t o u r  i n c l u d e  
v i s i t s  w i t h  Windsor (Morr is  F e d e r a t i o n ) ,  Fens tan ton  (Open M o r r i s ) ,  Hammersmith and, we hope, 
Bamp t on. 

For t h e  gr im and f r i g i d  p r e s e n t  we t a k e  up b e l l s  and hank ies  a g a i n  s h o r t l y  t o  h a s t e n  
t h e  sun May-wards. S i n c e  we have no a p p r e n t i c e  d a n c e r s  t h i s  y e a r ,  we have s e t t l e d  on t h e  
d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  of s t u d y i n g  up Longborough. Orders  a r e  i n  f o r  a n k l e  and knee b r a c e s  and i t  
should  prove--at t h e  ve ry  l eas t - - a  good way t o  keep warm! 

S t e v e  P a r k e r ,  438 4 t h  S t r e e t  N.E., Minneapol is ,  MN 

Pokingbrook Morr is  (Albany, NY) - 
Pokingbrook Morr is  s t a r t e d  t e n  y e a r s  ago i n  t h e  Poughkeepsie,  Kingston,  and Mil lbrook 

a r e a  of New York. We d r i f t e d  n o r t h  ove r  t h e  y e a r s  t o  become t h e  one and on ly  m o r r i s  team of 
t h e  New York C a p i t o l  D i s t r i c t  a r e a .  We dance a s  s e p a r a t e  men's and women's s i d e s ,  p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  dances  of Bledington and Fie ldtown r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  w i th  o c c a s i o n a l  f a v o r i t e s  from Adderbury, 
Bampton, Duckl ington,  and Hinton-in-the-hedges.  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  we have been graced wi th  

t h e  f i n e  music of  Selma Kaplan, and t h e  renowned a l e s  of Albany brewmaster and men's foreman 
B i l l  Newman. 

T h i s  f a l l ,  we enjoyed s e v e r a l  h i g h l y  p r o f i t a b l e  g i g s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  cour t e sy  of t h e  
Albany c i t y  and county  governments,  making t h i s  y e a r ' s  Banquet a  r e a l  c e l e b r a t i o n .  We plan 

s e v e r a l  workshops f o r  t h i s  f a l l  and w i n t e r ,  and a  ve ry  f u l l  s p r i n g  t o u r i n g  season.  We hope 
t o  j o i n  f o r c e s  wi th  some l o c a l  teams f o r  some o f  t h e s e  t o u r s .  S e v e r a l  new dance r s  have 
j o i n e d  us  t h i s  y e a r ,  b r i n g i n g  f r e s h  en thus ia sm and t a l e n t  t o  t h e  group. 



4 
We p r a c t i c e  on Wednesday n i g h t s ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  7:30 pm a t  t h e  Howe L i b r a r y  i n  Albany. 

Afterwards  we u s u a l l y  g a t h e r  a t  a  l o c a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  f o r  b e e r ,  p i z z a  and songs .  I f  you a r e  
p a s s i n g  through,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  d rop  i n .  Tours  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Newman's Brewery and o t h e r  
h igh  p o i n t s  of t h e  C a p i t o l  D i s t r i c t  a r e  e a s i l y  a r r anged!  And we a lways  welcome o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t o  d a n e  w i t h  o t h e r  sides--our p l a c e  o r  your s .  

Bob Weissberg, S q u i r e ,  1509 C l i f t o n  Pa rk  Road, Schenectady,  NY 12309 

Spruce H i l l  Mor r i s  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  PA) --- 
P h i l a d e l p h i a n s  seem t o  have developed a  penchant  f o r  Renaissance F a i r s  and,  much t o  o u r  

s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  l a b o r  under  t h e  misconcept ion t h a t  m o r r i s  is some k ind  of Renaissance dance 
form. But ,  s i n c e  weather  has  been u n u s a l l y  warm and summy h e r e ,  even i n  November, we have 
g o t t e n  i n  a  l o t  o f  l a t e  summer and autumn dancing.  The weekend b e f o r e  Halloween. we went t o  
New York a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of RingO'Bells and enjoyed a  t o u r  of Greenwich V i l l a g e  on 
Sa tu rday  which wasn ' t  q u i t e  a s  r i g o r o u s  a s  t h e  NYC Marathon we (wise ly )  observed i n  C e n t r a l  
Pa rk  t h e  n e x t  day.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we were l a v i s h e d  w i t h  t h a t  team's  g r a c i o u s  h o s p i t a l i t y .  

I n t e r n a l l y ,  we expe r i enced  a  w i l d l y  s u c c e s s f ~ i  open p r a c t i c e  season ,  w i t h  n i n e  
e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  f a s t - l e a r n i n g  good d a n c e r s  j o i n i n g  t h e  team. S p i r i t s  a r e  high a s  we a l l  l e a r n  
Ducklington. T h i s  w i l l  add t o  o u r  r e p e r t o i r e  of  F i e l d  Town, Headington,  and Bampton. Ann 
Dixon is s t i l l  a t  t h e  f o r e ,  go ing  s t r o n g  i n  h e r  f o u r t h  y e a r  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  Our s q u i r e  
is now P h y l l i s  Rubin and Mari lou Raines-Kaubin is supe rb  c o n t i n u i n g  i n  h e r  bag d u t i e s .  

We look forward t o  w i n t e r t i m e  performances  and warm wea the r  a l e s  and t o u r s .  

P h y l l i s  Rubin, S q u i r e ,  1 0 1 8 G r r a g u t  S t r e e t ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  PA 19143 

Wes te r ly  Mor r i s  (Wester ly ,  Rhode I s l a n d )  

Wes te r ly  Morr is  s e n t  t h e  e d i t o r s  of  a t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t i c e  from t h e i r  team n e w s l e t t e r .  

"Morris Men Are Replaced a  F l u t e  and Harp - Mrs Glenn c a l l e d  t o  inform your bagman --- 
abou t  t h e  December 8 t h  g i g  a t  t h e  S t a t e  House. She s a i d  t h e  committee vo ted  t o  have a  ha rp  
and f l u t e  duo i n s t e a d  of t h e  Mor r i s  Men. 

"We c a n ' t  win a l l  t h e  jobs ."  

George Utter, 54 Elm S t r e e t ,  Wes te r ly ,  RI 02891 



Sword Dance 
eY 

The Minnesota T r a d i t i o n a l  Morr is  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  R i t u a l  Drama Team of 
Lowry H i l l ,  Minneapol is ,  hos ted  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  f i r s t  MINNESOTA SWORD DANCE AND MUMMING 
ALE, t h e  weekend of t h e  Twelf th  Night--January 6,7,  and 8 ,  1984. Long a p e t  p r o j e c t  of 
R i t u a l  Drama Team founder  and WlW member Rudd Rayf ie ld ,  t h e  i d e a  f o r  an  Ale  r ece ived  
widespread suppor t  i n  MTM a f t e r  our  performances of longsword and mumming i n  t h e  
1982 w i n t e r  season.  I n  J u l y  1983 t h e  team gave t h e  go-ahead t o  S q u i r e  Klueh and Rudd 
Rayf ie ld  t o  c o n t a c t  teams and p repa re  f o r  an  Ale  i n  1984. 

Now i t  is h i s t o r y :  t h e  r e s u l t s  su rpassed  a l l  o u r  expec ta t ions - i t  a c t u a l l y  went 
p r e t t y  we l l !  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  weather  s h i f t  t ha t  weekend from sub-zero tempera- 
t u r e s  t o  a v e r y  n e a r l y  balmy mid-winter thaw! The Ale  s t a r t e d  on t h e  6 t h  of January 
a t  Ar t  Knowles' no ted  1 2 t h  Night P a r t y ,  and t h e  fo l lowing  morning t h o s e  t h a t  could move 
convened t o  t o u r  Minneapol is  and S t .  Pau l  i n  two groups f o r  a f u l l  a f t e rnoon  o f  pub l i c  
performances.  A d i n n e r  and c o n t r a  dance capped t h e  day,  d u r i n g  which t h e  p l a y s  and 
dances  were performed f o r  a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Sunday morning we a l l  go t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a 
brunch t o  o f f i c i a l l y  c l o s e  t h e  Ale  and say  goodbye. 

Teams t r a v e l l i n g  from a f a r  were t h e  Marquette S t r e e t  Mummers (of Oak Apple Morris) 
from Madison, Wisconsin, performing t h e i r  own contemporary mummers p lay ;  and from Omaha, 
Nebraska, t h e  P r a i r i e  Waves Morr is  and Sword, performing t h e  Swalwell  Rapper Dance. 
Members of t h e  Windy C i t y  Women and t h e  Fox Va l l ey  Mor r i s  of Chicago a t t e n d e d  a s  
o b s e r v e r s .  From Minneapol is ,  t h e  B e l l s  of t h e  North Morr is  f i e l d e d  t h e  Elamborough S l a t s  
Dance; and t h e  R i t u a l  Drama Team, its Lowry H i l l  Mummers P lay .  MTM's Rapper team danced 
t h e  North Walbo t t l e  Rapper; and i t s  Longsword team presen ted  the .Minnesota  Sword Dance 
P l a y  and t h e  Ampleforth Longsword Dance. At tendance a t  t h e  Ale  was n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  
teams of t h e  Eng l i sh  t r a d i t i o n s ,  a n d ' t h i s  f i r s t  Ale was t r e a t e d  t o  an i n s p i r e d  adap ta t ion  
of t h e  Mummers P l a y  from Ballymenone, County Fermanagh , performed by t h e  Mooncoin C e i l i  
Dancers of Minneapolis.  

We had such  a good t i m e  t h a t  i n  answer t o  t h e  obvious  q u e s t i o n  we say--yes!-- i t  looks  
l i k e  w e ' l l  do it  a g a i n  nex t  year .  Which Minneapolis groups w i l l  hos t  i t  i n  '85 is an 
open q u e s t i o n ,  bu t  a l l  e a r l y  i n q u i r i e s  may b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  S q u i r e ,  Minnesota T r a d i t i o n a l  
Morr is ,  P.O. Box 7151, Mpls., Mn. 55407. 

Lar ry  Klueh, S q u i r e  MTM, 1936 Roblyn, S t .  P a u l ,  MN55104 



OVERSEAS MAILBAG 

The Mor r i s  Fede ra t ion  -- 
At t h e i r  most r e c e n t  Annual Genera l  Meeting, t h e  Women's Mor r i s  F e d e r a t i o n  vo ted  t o  

drop t h e  word "Women's" from t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  t i t l e .  The member c l u b s  w i l l  now use  t h e  
t i t l e  of  "The Mor r i s  Fede ra t ion . "  

Stevenage Sword (Stevenage,  H e r t s ,  England) 

Stevenage Sword a r e  a dance s i d e  of  about  a dozen members, mainly  r a p p e r  w i t h  some 
longsword,  based 30 m i l e s  n o r t h  of London. We a r e  members of t h e  Mor r i s  Ring of England and 
t h i s  y e a r  i s  our  1 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y .  

One of  o u r  i n t e r e s t s  i s  c o l l e c t i n g  badges ( b u t t o n s ) o f  o t h e r  s i d e s .  Over t h e  y e a r s  
we have met many Americans who o f t e n  show an i n t e r e s t  i n  ou r  dance,  and some have suggested 
t h a t  we c o n t a c t  you as you may be a b l e  t o  send one o r  two American badges t o  us .  One i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  we under s t and ,  f e a t u r e s  t h e  sword lock.  

I f  you cou ld  send a few badges we would be ve ry  g r a t e f u l .  I f  t h e r e  i s  any cha rge ,  
p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know. Also,  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  we can do f o r  you p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know 
and we w i l l  t r y  t o  h e l p .  

Mike Nye. Bagman. 37 S i s h  Lane, Stevenage,  Herts, SG1 3LS. England 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

'Ritual-' Dance Days at Pinewoods, J u l y  2-6, 1984 - 
By p o p u l a r  demand, ' R i t u a l '  Dance Days a t  Pinewoods (Plymouth, MA) h a s  expanded! The 

1984 program o f f e r s  t h r e e  days  o f  c l a s s e s  i n  Cotswold and Border  Mor r i s ,  Rapper and Longsword. 
and Clog and f o u r  even ing  dances .  Pinewoods Camp's unsu rpassab le  s e t t i n g  between two ponds 
a l s o  p r o v i d e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  swimming and canoeing.  T h i s  y e a r ,  we w i l l  be s h a r i n g  t h e  
camp w i t h  t h e  Boston Branch o f  t h e  Royal S c o t t i s h  Dance S o c i e t y .  Although s e p a r a t e  programs 
a r e  be ing  o rgan ized ,  c r o s s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d / o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c l a s s e s  from bo th  programs i s  
avai lable--even encouraged!  The t o t a l  c o s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  room and board,  w i l l  be $117.50 (approx. )  
For  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t :  

Bob Pau l  
1 8  Glenda le  Avenue 
Somerv i l l e ,  MA 02144 
(617)623-8055 



IN THE BAG 

with Arthur Knowles 

One of the most widely shared experiences of non-traditional morris sides is the joy, 
strife, contentious wrangling and occasional bruised knuckles (to say nothing of egos'!) 
accompanying the process of choosing a dance tradition. Or two or three. A newly formed 
side seldom has any problem in this regard. The side will dance what the founder or foreman 
knows and can teach. For the first couple of years, as the team is getting its collective 
feet on the ground (or rather, off the ground), a single tradition or perhaps two traditions 
are all that the dancers can handle. 

But soon things begin to change. The team will go to an Ale and be exposed to various new 
and exciting dances. Or perhaps a more experienced-dancer will join the side. bringing with 
himlher varying knowledge and expertise. Individual dancers may travel and dance out with 
other teams, bringing back glorious accounts of their journeys and ideas for new dances we 
simply must do. Even the staid and steady foreman may spread heterodoxy as he/she remembers 
some particularly transcendental experience in another tradition. 

Without a truly autocratic and tunnel-visioned leader, things take their natural course, 
and the proliferation of traditions has begun. Many folks have the impression that my own 
Minnesota Traditional Morris is the epitomy of this tendency: "Ah yes, the Minnesota Miscellan! 
Morris, seven traditions, no waiting." This canard can be easily refuted. I -TM performs six 
traditions only: Headington, Adderbury, Bledington, Ilmington, Bampton, Fieldtown--with 
eccentrics from Litchfield, Sherbourne, Eynsham, Bucknell, and a variant form of Bampton. 
Also a little border morris from time to time. 

This prolikeration is generally frowned upon by "serious" dancers as being, 1) untradi- 
tional. 2) unprofessional, 3) sloppy, and 4) tending to an inappropriate uniformity of style. 
All of which is undoubtedly true. It is also, 1) challenging, 2) ekciting, 3) fun, and 
4) not boring. This last is very important to a side which dances out a lot. However, in a move 
to improve the general level of our dancing and to alleviate confusion, Minnesota has chosen 
to pwe-down our performance repertoire to a mere four traditions. The team meeting which 
resulted in this decision was a close and viciously fought trial of wills. Everyone had their 
own favorite dances and traditions, and those that they positively loathed. More often than 
not, one person's loathed tradition was another's love. A final compromise was worked out 
in a closed room where a set of the ranking dancers faced off with long sticks: four came out 
alive, and each was given only one choice of tradition. Thus are momentous and earth-shaking 
matters decided. This compromise disgruntled all parties relatively equally, as good com- 
promises generally do. I am sure that this decision will stand unmodified--until our next 
meeting. 
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A s  a  sop t o  those who pride themselves on t h e i r  knowledge and a b i l i t y  i n  the  Morris,  I 

have come up with an idea  f o r  Morris Badges. Like t h e  Merit Badge of the  Scouts ,  Morris 
Badges w i l l  s e rve  t o  recognize a  l e v e l  of e x p e r t i s e  i n  the  var ious  dance t r a d i t i o n s .  A dancer 
who has achieved performance competency i n  a  given t r a d i t i o n  w i l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  wear the  badge 
of t h a t  t r a d i t i o n  on h i s / h e r  b a l d r i c  o r  v e s t .  These badges should not be l a r g e  l i k e  team 
r o s e t t e s ,  but small  enough t h a t  20 o r  30 car, be worn a t  once without t o t a l l y  covering a  b a l d r i c .  
Such semi-heraldr ic  dev ices  could se rve  i n  var ious  ways. A t  Ales, when one is looking t o  form 
a pick-up s i d e ,  f o r  ins tance .  In  any case ,  they w i l l  make n i c e  conversat ion pieces and s t i r  
up a  l o t  of controversy.  

In  l i n e  with t h e  above proposal ,  I am now announcing a  c o n t e s t  t o  design the  f i r s t  batch 
of Morris Badges. Each badge design should be no more than two inches i n  diameter. I t  should 
d e p i c t  some s p e c i f i c  and e a s i l y  recognized aspec t  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n  i t  is  meant t o  represen t .  
It must be r e a d i l y  reproducible  by machine embroidery & i t  cannot contravene any of the 
genera l ly  accepted laws covering obsceni ty o r  pornography. P lease  submit these designs by 
mail t o  t h e  American Morris Newslet ter  wi th in  t h e  next  s i x t y  days. Winners w i l l  be announced 
and d i sp layed  i n  t h e  next  i s sue .  Anyone found wearing a  badge t o  which he o r  she is not 
e n t i t l e d  w i l l  be flogged p u b l i c l y  with wet handkerchiefs  and forced t o  buy t h e i r  own beer  a t  
t h e  next  Ale. 

The fol lowing a r t i c l e  is  r e p r i n t e d  from The Morris Dancer with t h e  permission of t h e  
e d i t o r s  and t h e  au thor ,  Ivor  Alsop, former Squire  and c u r r e n t  Arch iv i s t  of The Morris Ring. 

NOTES FOR MUSICIANS -- 

a .  Playing f o r  your own Club: 

1. Master your instrument  s o  t ha t  most of your a t t e n t i o n  can be on i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and on 
i n t e r a c t i o n  with t h e  dancers ,  and only a  l i t t l e  e f f o r t  i s  needed t o  keep t h e  tune r i g h t .  

? .  Make t h e  e f f o r t  t o  l e a r n  t h e  tune.; properly.  It is very easy t o  inadver ten t ly  change 
a  tune i n  t h e  course of time. Take e s p e c i a l  c a r e  not  t o  confuse s i m i l a r  tunes  i n  d i f f -  
e r e n t  t r a d i t i o n s ;  o f t e n  it is t h e  few a l t e r e d  n o t e s  t h a t  makes t h e  tune f i t  t h e  p a r t i c -  
u l a r  dance. 



3. Get t h e  speed r i g h t .  P l a y  'once  t o  y o u r s e l f '  a t  a s  n e a r  t h e  expected speed a s  p o s s i b l e ,  
o r  p o s s i b l y  r a t h e r  s l o w e r ,  a s  i t  is  e a s i e r  t o  speed up t h a n  t o  slow down. Be r eady  t o  
amend t h e  speed i f  n e c e s s a r y  and watch t h e  d a n c e r s .  Keep a  s t e a d y  speed,  no t  s lowing 
down f o r  t h e  awkward phrase  o r  i n t e r v a l .  P l a y  t o  t h e  dance r s ;  i t  is t h e  s u b t l e  ph ras ing  
t iming  and emphasis t h a t  g i v e s  l i f t  and l i f e .  

4 .  P l a y  w i t h  a  l i g h t  s t a c c a t o  touch - and e s p e c i a l l y  l i g h t  f o r  t h e  b a s s  on a c c o r d i a n  o r  
melodeon, o r  on a  drum. Music should  have p l e n t y  of  ' h o l e s '  i n  i t .  

5. A i m  a t  having a  s o l o  music ian  f o r  your dances .  T r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  ( w h i t t l e  and 
dub,  p i p e  and t a b o r )  p r 0 v i d e . a  c l e a r  t,une and rhythm, and had a  s u r p a s s i n g  p e n e t r a t i o n .  
Modern i n s t r u m e n t s  ( accord ian ,  melodeon, c o n c e r t i n a ,  f i d d l e )  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p l a y  
a d e q u a t e l y  f o r  Mor r i s .  I t  i s  no t  a  v a l i d  s o l u t i o n  t o  u s e  more of them. 

6 .  Dress  s u i t a b l y .  You may w e l l  have t o  d r e s s  w i t h  g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  warmth than  t h e  
d a n c e r s  who have a t  l e a s t  some e x e r c i s e .  It is  p o s s i b l e  t o  do t h i s  w i thou t  look ing  
l i k e  a  s t r a y  member of t h e  aud ience .  Ex t ra  c l o t h i n g  such a s  ' l ong  j o h n s , '  a  ' t e e '  
s h i r t  worn under  your  normal s h i r t  o r  a  s u i t a b l y  d e c o r a t e d  j a c k e t  a r e  a l l  u s e f u l .  

7 .  Be p repa red  t o  make good u s e  of a  microphone i f  t h e  occas ion  w a r r a n t s  i t .  

b. P l a y i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  Clubs: 

1. Never j o i n  mus ic i ans  p l ay ing  f o r  a n o t h e r  Club wi thou t  a n  i n v i t a t i o n ,  and remember t h a t  
i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  g i v e  t h i s  once  a  dance h a s  been s t a r t e d .  

2. Never p l a y  your  in s t rumen t  - however q u i e t l y  - anywhere r emote ly  w i t h i n  e a r s h o t  of  
t h e  dance u n l e s s  you a r e  p a r t  of t h e  band, a r e  p h y s i c a l l y  c l o s e  t o  them. Dancers ,  
m u s i c i a n ( s )  and p u b l i c  w i l l  hea r  bo th  l o t s  of music.  T h i s  a p p l i e s  e q u a l l y  t o  mul l ing  
o v e r  t h e  t u n e  be ing  played and r e h e a r s i n g  your  n e x t  show. 

3 .  Massed dances ,and t h e i r  a t t e n d a n t  massed band, r e s u l t  g e n e r a l l y  i n  a t r o c i o u s  music .  
It is n o t  an  occas ion  t o  t r y  o u t  a n  u n f a m i l i a r  t u n e ,  even less t o  l e a r n  one a s  you 
w i l l  have d i f f i c u l t y  h e a r i n g  your own ins t rumen t  and your u n c e r t a i n t y  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  
edge o f f  t h e  music. 

4 .  P l a y  w e n  more s t a c c a t o  i n  a  band t h a n  normal ,  and l o o k  a t  and l i s t e n  t o  t h e  l e a d e r  
(and make s u r e  t h a t  you have g o t  a  l e a d e r ) .  

5. Bands p l a y i n g  f o r  dances  i n  p u b l i c  a r e  n o t  'jam' s e s s i o n s .  A  good r u l e  is: t h e  fewer 
t h e  m u s i c i a n s  t h e  b e t t e r .  

6 .  No two p l a y e r s  of  harmonic i n s t r u m e n t s  u s e  t h e  same harmonies.  At least go e x t r a  e a s y  
w i t h  harmonies.  B e t t e r  still, d o n ' t  p l a y  them. 

Some t h o u g h t s  for Mus ic i ans  from t h e  Wi l s tone  Mus ic i ans  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  - 
1. A Cotswold Mor r i s  Dance is a seven  man team - t h e  mus ic i an  i s  a s  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  

whole a s  any  dance r .  

2.  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  be  a l s o  a  dance r  t o  b e t t e r  unders tand t h e  mus ic ' s  importance  and c o n t r i -  
bu t  i on .  

3. The melody i s  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  p rov id ing  dance music ,  n o t  t h e  end p o i n t .  

4.  When s t a r t i n g ,  p l a y i n g  w i t h  a n  expe r i enced  mus ic i an  h e l p s  t o  g i v e  conf idence ,  bu t  a i m -  
t o  be  p l ay ing  s o l o  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  even i f  on ly  f o r  one o r  two dances .  



P r a c t i s e  a s s i d u o u s l y  t o  g a i n  f u l l  command of your i n s t rumen t  and be  a b l e  t o  u s e  a l l  
t h o s e  t e c h n i q u e s  and s u b t l e t i e s  t h a t  h e l p  t h e  d a n c e r s .  

Be 'one '  w i t h  your  i n s t rumen t  - make s u r e  i t  i s  f i r m l y  and comfor t ab ly  a d j u s t e d .  

I n s i s t  on p l a y i n g  s o l o  i n  p u b l i c .  The m u s i c i a n ' s  r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  d a n c e r s  must be  
debased,  t o  some e x t e n t  a t  l e a s t ,  by hav ing  more than  one  p l a y e r  who then  have t o  
t u r n  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p l a y i n g  t o g e t h e r .  

Be s e n s i t i v e  and r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  d a n c e r s '  mood and needs .  You cannot  c o n c e n t r a t e  
t o o  ha rd  on wa tch ing  t h e i r  f e e t .  

Learn  t o  make t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  ' speak  o u t '  t h e  rhythm c l e a r l y  and p r e c i s e l y  - t h rough  
t h e  u s e  drum, b e l l o w s  o r  bowing. 

Try  t o  g e t  t h e  music t o  l i f t  t h e  dance r  o f f  t h e  ground r a t h e r  t h a n  d r i v e  him i n t o  i t .  

C r i s p  s t a c c a t o  p l a y i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  'mushy' l e g a t o .  Spend t h e  minimum of 
t ime  t o u c h i n g  t h e  keys .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  impor t an t  d u r i n g  s t i c k  c l a s h i n g .  App l i e s  a l s o  
t o  l e f t  hand on acco rd i ans /me lodeons ,  t ongu ing  on blown i n s t r u m e n t s .  

P h r a s e  t h e  music t o  t h e  dance  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  ' l e a d  i n '  t o  each  movement. Do n o t  
be  a f r a i d  t o  add e x t r a  ' l e a d  i n '  n o t e s  t o  s u i t  your i n s t r u m e n t .  

Movements, s t i c k  c l a s h i n g  sequences ,  s low c a p e r s ,  e t c .  e ach  have t h e  ' l i g h t  and s h a d e '  
p a t t e r n .  R e f l e c t  t h i s  i n  t h e  music .  Hence need t o  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  d a n c e r s '  movements. 

A  s t e a d y  speed i s  impor t an t  bu t  s u b t l e  a d j u s t m e n t s  can  be  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  e . g .  s t a y i n g  
w i t h  d a n c e r s  d u r i n g  s low c a p e r s ,  o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  h e s i t a t i o n  a t  t h e  s t a r t  
o f  a  movement t o  h e l p  a  team t o  be  a l l  t o g e t h e r .  

At t h e  end of a  dance ,  f i n i s h  n e a t l y  when t h e  d a n c e r s  do .  A  dragged o u t  chord  is n o t  
n e c e s s a r y .  

p l a y  f o r  t h e  d a n c e r s  w i t h  no compromise f o r  t r y i n g  t o  b e  'mus i ca l '  f o r  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  
The d a n c e r s  w i l l  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  and t h e  a u d i e n c e  watching t h e  danc ing  w i l l  prob- 
a b l y  no t  e i t h e r .  

When p l a y i n g  j i g s ,  l e a v e  t h e  dance r  f r e e  t o  e x p r e s s  h imse l f  and f o l l o w  whatever  
speed and p h r a s i n g  he  chooses .  

For  massed p l a y i n g  - i f  i t  has  t o  be  - have a  l e a d  mus ic i an  and f o l l o w  him, not t h e  
d a n c e r s .  Do n o t  j o i n  i n  i f  you d o  n o t  know t h e  dance  w e l l .  Always p l a y  u l t r a  s t a c c a t o  
t o  s t o p  t h e  t o t a l  e f f e c t  sounding 'mushy.' Make s u r e  t h e  l e a d e r  h a s  a g r e e d t o  a  s i g n a l  
f o r  a  c l e a n  f i n i s h .  

These n o t e s  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  of a  weekend s p e n t  t a l k i n g ,  p l a y i n g  and do ing .  My t h a n k s  a r e  
due  t o  Jim M e l v i l l e ,  Mike Chand le r ,  Jim C a t t e r a l l ,  A l l a n  J a r v i s  and L e s l i e  N icho l s ,  a l l  of 
whom c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  n o t e s .  



The American Morris Newsletter is p u b l i s h e d  f o u r  t i m e s  p e r  y e a r ,  t y p i c a l l y  i n  
A p r i l ,  J u l y ,  O c t o b e r ,  a n d  J a n u a r y .  I n d i v i d u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $4  
p e r  y e a r  ( o v e r s e a s  s u b s c r i b e r s  s h o u l d  a d d  $4.00 f o r  a i r  m a i l  p o s t a g e ) .  Team 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  $2 .50 p e r  copy  f o r  a  minimum o f  s i x  c o p i e s  s e n t  t o  t h e  same 
a d d r e s s .  Back i s s u e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  70C e a c h  p l u s  p o s t a g e .  P l e a s e  make a l l  
c h e c k s  o r  money o r d e r s  p a y a b l e  t o  American M o r r i s  N e w s l e t t e r .  Copy d e a d l i n e s  f o r  
s u b m i s s i o n  o f  a r t i c l e s ,  le t ters  or t eam news a r e  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  o f  t h e  month 
p r e c e d i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h a t  d a t e , c o n t a c t  u s  by t e l e p h o n e  a t  612/379-2286 
( S t e v e  P a r k e r )  o r  612/721-8750 (James Br ickwedde)  . 

Members o f  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  i n c l u d e  James  C. ~ r i c k w e d d e ,  Lynn Madow D e n i s ,  
a n d  S t e p h e n  P a r k e r .  

I would like to subscribe to the American Morris Newsletter. This is a 
new renewed subscription. I have enclosed my check or 
money order. Mailing address: 438 N.E. 4th St.. Minneapolis, MN 
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