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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

The American Morris Newsletter i s  born. I a m  hoping t o  make i t  a v iab le  com- 
munication l i n k  for a l l  organizat ions  and ind iv idua ls  i n t e r e s t ed  in English Morris and 
Sword dancing. It i s  a completely independent publ icat ion and w i l l  exist only i f  people 
and groups subscribe to. i t  and cont r ibu te  ideas, suggestions,  information, complaints, 
a r t i c l e s ,  letters, and so on. Is the re  something you would l i k e  t o  see i n  these  pages? 
Let m e  know! Is the re  something you want o the r s  t o  know? Send i t  t o  m e  f o r  publica- 
t ion.  (I have received several suggestions already,and I thank the  contr ibutors . )  
Most of a l l ,  p lease  spread t h e  word that this Newsletter exists. It can become a use- 
f u l  f o & u  i f  eve-qone i n t e r e s t e d  in Morris and Sword shares these  pages. --FIB 

MUSIC A N D  THE M O R R I S  ( P a r t  1) 

by Russel l  Wortley 
(Reprinted by permission of t he  autho,r and of Folk Review, Austin House, 
Hospital Street, Nantwich, Cheshire, England. Annual S u b s c r i p t i ~ n ,  $8.50.) 

Anybody playing f i dd l e ,  pipe-and-tabor, concer t ina  or whatever for  a morris 
s i d e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  might easily think t o  himself : Well, I guess I can play 
"Constant ~ i l l y " ,  "Maid of t h e  Mill" and a f e w  more tunes--all T've got do i s  play 
the tune and, scr-long as they know the dance, everything w i l l  be f ine,  But unless he 
is an extremely f r rsensi t ive  musician, h e  w i l l  f i nd  out  sooner rather than later how 
wrong he w a s .  

From which remark you will r i g h t l y  deduce t h a t  t h i s  a r t i c l e  is concerned less I 

w i t h  morris  tunes as such and morewith  t h e  manner of playing them--with thoughts which 
. I hope may be he lp fu l  t o  both present and prospective morris  musfcians. For ins tance,  . I 

the novice player would do w e l l  t o  take* an early opportuni ty .of  listening ca re fu l ly  to  
I 

recordings of t r a d i t i o n a l  morris musicians. I f  it's Cotswold-morris (and we are here 
cpncerned exclusively with this variety), the i nc red ib l e  d r i v e - i n  the f iddle-playing I 

af Jlnky Wells af B a m p t ~ ~ w i l l  be a reve la t ion ,  eo many worlds  apart from t b e  smooth 
virtuosity of t h e  Irish-fiddlers ( t h i s  is not a matter of better of worse-, but differ- 
ence.1n kind); then there is t h e  crisp neat  anglo-concertina of Merry Umberof 
Headillgton-Quarry, j u s t  t o  show how d i f f e r e n t  two Oxfordshire morris musiciamrs can - 
sound. khoever you t ake  as yoyx model o r  however you t r y  t o  combfne elements. from I 
each, beware of being led  a s t r a y  by superficial id iosyncras ies  of style and tbreby 
l o s i w  the  e s s e n t i a l  elemental  pulse  which must be maintained from beginning to  end of 
t he  dance; i n  f a c t  i t  i s  v i t a l  that a l l  stylistic fri l ls,  a l l  t he  decoratioo and 
t w i d d l y  k;its, strauldba made t o  svbserue and-not h h d e r  t h e  basic rhythm. At t h e  same 
t i m e , : ; C t - i s  wually important that t h i s  elemental pulse  sha l l  not be wooded end un- 
N e l d i n g  buk resgmsiwe t o  t h e  dancers, strong' but subtly pl iab le .  ' And ttie k i n g s  us 

musician (likewise the Fool) must feel himaelf an integ 
C 





- d' . . --. b 3 
they gave up dancing when the  whittle-and-dub was superseded by the f i d d l e  "because they 
found i t  impossible t o  dance to t he  latter instrumentt' (Morris Book, P t  . 'I, p. 3 4 ) .  NO 

doubt they rpissed the  i ~ s f s t e q t  beat of: the dub, bas&cally i n  t h e  rhythm - - -  - - -  - - -  
etc., but constant ly  varfed t o  s u i t  t h e  s t eps  of t h e  dance. By the use sf a shor t  double- 
headed s t i c k ,  a r o l l  w a s  produced which %$ said to have c rea ted  a "qui te  astounding noise", 
giving "a pecul iar  f i r e  and charac te r  Es t h e  tune." Why don't  more present-day players  
experiment with t h i s  technique?.. Here Is B 4 o s t  art which can su re ly  be recaptured; and 
n o b ~ d y  would deny t h a t  much 8f the:mOg~is dance music heard today could do with a b i t  
more f i re  and character.  It is wora noting too t h a t  o lder  descr ip t ions  almost invari-  
ab ly  speak of tabor-and-pipe,notr pipeand-tabor1 and - the  performer was nearly always a 
taborer ,  no t  a pfp.er.   his alone suggests .the fmportance of t he  taboring.  

Itorris dancers and musicians a l i k e  still have much t o  l e a r n  about t he  t r a d i t i o n  
which h a s  been passed on t o  u s  agd which. we ,are responsible  for passing on t o  tbe next 
gkneratfon. Probably the gree tek t  fasc ina t ion  of ee morris 1f:s i n  the scope it gives  
f o r  appa&atly limitless tkiscovery of new ways of per.formiag s t e p s  and f%ures or of  
p4aying bbnes--small v a r i a $ i ~ a a  whfch sometimes &feet.  to  a su rp r i s ing  degree the  f e e l  
o r  look o f  a dance. Ever* m'rrds pcactfce is in t U d ,  setise an adven-ture-at l e a e t ,  that 
is hoW it seems t o  me e m  after more than 40 years. ' I 

, . ' 
(RusseIl WortLey has played tabor-and-pipe f o r  t he  Cambridge Morris Men and -$he ~ r a v e l l i n ~  
Morrice for mahy years  aad was Bagman of the  Morris Ring of England f rota 1950-59. His 
words ofwis@om: aboq,t t he  $forti4 may a l s o  be found i n  the  English Folk Dance and S6ng 
SocSetyts E-g. 

I n  tbed&&e+f the o r i g i n a l  a r t i c l e ,  D r .  Wortfey expounded on severa l  cogent 
,points r e g a d z a g  a ~eepaet for t r a d i t i o n a l  pract ice . -  These w i l l  appear fa t h e  July issue 
..#-of the Newsle.tQer as Part 2 of t h e  a r t i c l e . )  

R I T  AL DANCE WEEKEND A SUCCESS B 
The Country bance a d  Song Society 's  Ri tua l  b e e  Weekend in  Pebruary provided 

a dif f ere= .appggach to classe< Morris 'and Bmrd danciqlg. The 'emphasis was on style 
'*d t e a m  daa@@gr-ather than'rw~ttoire i n  both the morning classes and the afternoon 
sesgons (which used video-tape), Another,feature+.was thq shawing of  a mmber of 'fibas 

4&"trptif CZOQ~L a d  ~evAval, marrqs and, swrd teams (Handswurth ,,Gr.eaaside, Mcmbeatoa,, 
' 

*f$kad?$itgtun Qua~ry. $ampton): ~ e t a ~ ~ ~ c o n t i n g e n t a  of. fou r  morria clubs a t t d e d  (Black 
Jokers. Greewich, Pokingb~o& end R i q  ,o ' Beus) as wall as represen ta t  ivgs of s e v e t s l  
others.  A srrg@q$ion was wide. that' a &ucLlar *packagew be offered  t o  other  p a r t s  a-f: the ' 

- 
. * *  

;;, . !4 
. . FuTlFECE TEAX? DEPARTMENT 

Dancers i n  Bloomi~gton, W., have bean rsorking on s w e ~ e i  dances which the more exl. . 
+ peritanad ones b v *  Ieakned a t  Pinewoods sad Beges CtttUtsmas School. Frank H9Xl has 

erranpd for ~ r ; d  Zjk*ffg tit teach a wew%s*p i n  Aprril t@'"sbor as where we're cm the . 

, track and where a.$i," . 

Activtgy i n  Hmover, N.R.. coatihues. The g m p  thexe i s  fightwg one of t h e  problems 
thaT ~ t h e r  areas have: a shor,@&e of awaiXable te-hbre'. 

I ,  

New Haven may ha<&, 8 resident rnotzbfis t* h d  f he near ' futureS-  P o t e n t i a l  musician Gary 
Dolinsky wrote t h a t  DaMd Lindsay "w;L1B *st, BlkeIy be coordlnating our  s ide .  " 

Stave Lane of ~eittle rapmte$'&~ buddi* rapp&. kam.on t h e  West Coast. They a r e  working 
on increabiing twir nwibers fhr. 8vp5:aS&penh and .women ' s teams . , *.'. / 

**ARE THERE MGRaZS OR SWORD MWCERS ACTIVE IN YOUR AR.EA? DROP W EDITOR A POSTCARD!** 



MORRIS IN NORTH AMERICA 

The following list is undoubtedly incomplete. Please inform the editor of any omissions. 

T W S  OR CLUBS (arranged alphabetically by town) 
.r 

Berea (KY) Country Dancers; John Bamsay, CFO 287, Berea, KY 40404 
Binghamton, NY: Binghamton MMI Ed Szymanski, 2820 Smith Dr., Endwell, NY 13760 

Hearts of Oak'Morris; Ruth Slovik, 1704 Glenwood Rd., Vestal, NY 13850 
Boston Area: Black Jokersr Howard Lasnik, 22 Swan PI., Arlington, MA 02174 

New Cambridge MM;' Roger Cartwright, 7 Francis Ave., Cambridge, MA 02138 
Muddy River MorrisfCynthia Wheat, 50 Moulton St., Arlington, MA 02174 

Concord, NH: Phenix Morris; Alice Lapierre, Terminal Motel, Penacook, NH 03301 
("Morris Minors": Ann Albert, Canterbury, NH 03224) 

Knoxville (TN) Morris; Susan ~ i l e ~ z  2218 Highland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37916 
Marlboro (VT) Morris and Sword:' Tony Barrand, Box 51, Marlboro, VT 05344 
Minnesota Traditional Morrisid Ed Stern, 619 N.E. 4th St., Minneapolis, MN 55413 
New York City: Greenwich MM;/ Ed Durham, 790 Riverside Dr., New York, NY 10032 

Ring 0' Bells' Jody Evans, 55 Perry St., New York, NY 10014 
Northampton (MA) Morris; Rob Brown, Box 84, Petersham, MA 01366 
Philadelphia, PA: Quaker Morris; Hanny Budnick, 434 E. Woodlawn Ave., Phila., PA 19144 
Poughkeepsie, NY: Pokingbrook ~orris/~word$ C, Hodgkin, Oakwood Sch., P'ksps' , NY 12601 
Strong (ME) Morris; Bob Childs, RFD#I, Mt. Vernon, Maine 04352 
Versailles, KY: Woodford MM; David Macemon, Rt. 4 Gaybourn Way, VersailPes, KY 40383 
Victoria (B.C.) MM; David Winn': 2142 Pentland, Victoria;. B.C., Canada 
Westerly (R.I.) MM & Mummersf Peter Leibert, Rt. 1 Box 191, Norwich, CT 06360 
Winnipeg, Man.: Village   re en"^^; J-Trevenan, 392 Campbell St., Winnipeg, Man. Canada 

-/ 
Regional: Mountain MM; Peter Rogers, 492 Bob-o-link Dr., Lexington, KY 40503 

Pinewoods MM," Chris Walker, 22 Baskin Rd., Lexington, MA 02173 

CDSS CENTERS (classes, workshops, demonstrations) 

Boston Country Dance Society, 57 Roseland St., Somewille, MA 02143 
Wgsstown CDS Center, Donald Davis, John C. Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, NC 28902 
Brattleboro (CDSS of Southeast Vt.), F. Breunig, 40 High St., Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Dunham Center of CDSS, Mildred Dickinson, River Bend Farm, St. Charles, IL 60174 
Earlham Country Dancers, Allison Thompson, Box E-1249, EarEham, Rfcbowd, IN 47374 
tos Angeles (Carol Dancers), Mary Judson, 562 E. Mendocino St., Altadena, CA 91001 
Mimeepolis Country Dancers, Mrs. Mason Myers, 215 Sheridan So., M'n'p'l's, MN 55405 
Hew Yark Dance Activities Committee, 55 Christopher St., New York, NY 10014 
Pittsburgh CDS, Mr. Russell Holt, 542 Torwood Lane, Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
hthetford County Sq. Dancers, Steve Cates, 1417 Poplar Ave., #A7, Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Siao Dlego Center, Elaine Regelson, 1351 Reed Ave., #1, San Diego, CA 92109 
Stha Francisco CDSS, 742 Union St., San Francisco, CA 94109 
'$eutzle, WA (Leafield Center), Steve Lane, 1721 So. Snoqualmie, Seattle, WA 98108 

OROWS (classes, performances) 
4 

Arbn Arbor, MI: Department of Music, Univ. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 (perform) 
W n  Hawr College, George Zimmemn, Bryn Fhwr College, Bryn Hawr, PA 19010 (classes) 
Wt3fngton, Yt . ,  Peter Burrage, B.F.D. #1, Essax k t . ,  VT 05452 (classes) 
Hemdon, Va., Barbara Hsrding, Box 236, Hendon, YA 22070 (elementary school group) 
S.F, Area $MUpB, D8~i.d Garlan, 1105 A Mis8ida AWL, San Raphael, CA 94901 (teacher) 
. Waelcaet, . Xy. , Irene Broyles, Rt. 2 h x  416A, S-rset, KY 42501 (school) 
%lto~~o ,  Oat., Ms. Chris Manville, '153 St. George St. #406, Toronto M5R 2CE (classes) 
..lhbbB Hole, Ma-., Bob Guillgfd, RFD#I, L11 County Rd., Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 (perform) 
'@t~omington, T a d . ,  Frank Hall, 11@ East 6th S t .  33, Bloomington, IN 47401 (classes) 
hrtmer, N.H.,  Wayne Cripps, Box 677, Hamwar, W 03755 (classes) 

*fi-POaT YOUR LaCAL MORRIS TFrAM*******$UB$CRXBE TO THE' AMERICAN MORRIS NEWSLETTER**** 

C 



TEAMS DANCING' OUT 

23 or 24 BJ, New ~ n g .  Folk Festivabb-NsQdck,. MA 

PhM = Phenix Morris 
(MM = Morris Minors) 

- ' ' PMM = Pinewoods Morris Men 
ROB = Ring o' Bells 

;* 3 . ' MdBM ~gToodfo"rd Mdrris M@ 4 

. , WskIMc * Westway Xorris. Men 1 

,* '5 , ,"  i,<.*,! ' ' : ; . > - I  - ..tr: 4 ?, c. 

11'12 GMM B m ~ ~ n d i r o t t , . ~ .  



. TEAM NEWS 

Black Jokers: During the month of March, the Black Jokers took p?rt in a pumber of 
youth concerts with the Boston Symphony, and various other folk &dnce. gr9up&' The 

1 >L.,?-! , + 17 

Jokers perforyd. barb. mq,=rir). and rappei-' ' '! , . _  _ -  . -  . .  ... . - -  : 3 < i  ( a 2 1 * > 1 1 ,  . : r, 

Hearts of Oak Horras: Binghamtanl s wmen's team performed for the first time in 
early'liarch in several indoor shows and then danced, .out at M e  VapM Sygar .Festival 
in Marathon, N.Y., with the Bin~nswfi.&n.. -. There was *%so. a r t  tour .of 1ocaX::Wwns. 

Woodford Morris Men: Under the directiod of iacdty sspodsor Jane: britton' s&irs 
David Macemon, the Woodford MM are thrivins in VersaiJlesp Ky. They are part of a 
larger group which also includes a Couritky'Danee de@r%trption team. bancfng is F 11- 
established at Woodford County High School where it 'is 'actualv part of the "c'yrric-.lum. 
The group will field two morris sides and two Tapper te?ps at the Mwqtqin h l k  Feiiti- 

, > - -  1 val in Berea, Ky. . . 
Marlboro Morris & Sword: Local newspapers held Marlb~rd-'s,rhen's taam respoasible for 
a spell of balmy weather in February after a side daimedr-il tke&uilfard, Vt., elemen- 
tary school. The whole team danced out at Town Meeti-ng in Marlborg on Mar&:,2 (not ;o 
balmy). . Plami f cr'.tke Second Marlboro Morris Ale are jiro&rebsihg, and, the w&&n1s smrd 
teamprac~,q~s,regul~r , hoping for a springtime dehut. . .<.. - . . :  3- 2, 

Northampton &tis &&$ted the services of John Van sorodin i f  Cambrid e MI4 as F teacher an$:ms5c&aa ad. pulled things together: 1 " They hawe already dqced out 
this spring with W h  mm.'sbaed women's sides. , - 

) 

by dancing for patients in the neurological 
Hospital. The team also held a "seminar" (lecture- 

in Roslyn, N.Y., foll~wed by a tou~ 05 Roslyn 
restaurant. ' 1 

r ), 

, 7 i L  . ,:ry # r  ,. : - ;i b 9 

. .. 2z,. ,;< . 
I V . L , . - - . ;  . ' - :  TWVELLING ENOLISHljBdQRRZS L I . .  . 

.- I  -, ' gr:rH . I . -  . , -* , , - ,  
Is Monkseat o n  C o m i n g 2  ::=, is not yet clear whether or not t W  Mmkseatoa 'Morris & 
Folk.Dancr: Club, w i U -  be abb; l;0 come en masse t w  &he. U$*B:. ia -AtsguStt ' I Thw h m e  a . few 
engagements lined up but w i l l  need more before they can commitctbemselv& twEhe trip. 
T W E  rprsgramg ant4 tled 7 YFodk) from Northumbria", covers a whoPe, wage m i  *idgaEk and song 
aioeeIudin~~rapper~,&olin&p~~da~cing and solo clog. If anyone can hefgi f fnd pkitdonnances 
for them (pziphg ab0lzt;$600)~ please contact Alan Brown, 81 
Bay, 5 n e  & Wear, England. Even if the whole group cannot 
the group's Northumbrian Clog Champion, will be teaching at the C o ~ i - p ~ ~ D a n c Y ~ ~ &  Song 
Society's Pinewoods Dance Weeks in August. \ . . ; . . , w - + -I 7 



of one dance week. Men who might not otherwise be able to attend Pinewoods Camp this 
year should apply to Chris Walker, 22 Baskin Road, Lexington, MA 02173. Applicants 
must apply on their own to the Country Dance & Song Society for acceptance to the Camp 
itself (55 Christopher St., New York, NY 10014). 

Marlboro Morris & Sword has acquired 1000 morris bells from the Morris Ring of England. 
They are 7/8" in diameter and made of steel. The club will not be using them all and 
is willing to sell them at cost (5c each) plus postage while the supply lasts. Contact 
Bagman Dinah Breunig, 40 High St., Brattleboro, VT 05301, or Squire Tony Barrand, 
Box 51, Marlboro, VT 05344. 

Russell Wortley's "Bibliography of the Sword Dance" which complements his "Bibliography 
of the Morris Dance" (1975) is available (or will be very soon) from the Librarian at 
Cecil Sharp House, 2 Regents Park Road, London NW1 7AY England. Copies are lop each 
plus postage. Both lists are extremely valuable as background material. 

--. 

A new subscriber to the American Morris Newsletter suggested that there be a section 2 
2 for the advertisement of "Morris merchandise". This space will be available for such 
$ a purpose (for instruments, costumes, equipment, etc.) as well as for announcements. 3 

A PARTING THOUGHT 

11 These old songs and dances have a certain antiquarian interest and there is no. - 
harm in collecting information about them, nor in reproducing some of them as curiosities 
ox as physical exercises for the young. But when we get a 'revival' of them, when we 
have pale-faced intellectuals warbling and capering under the delusion that they are re- 
storing the simple gaities of Old England, the thing becomes ludicrous. Morris dancing 
has undoubtedly its value as a healthy recreation for school children. But it would be 
very much better left to the children." 

Found in the English Folk Dance Society's EFDS News no. 13, January 1927, p. 15: a quote 
from the Sheffield Telegraph of September 28, 1926. 

NEWSLETTER SPECIFICS 

The American Morris Newsletter is published fou& times per year (April, July, 
October and January). Subscriptions are available to anyoh at $1.50 per year (Morris 
or Sword clubs may subscribe at a lower group rate: write to the editor for details). 
Copy deadline is usually the last day of the month prior to publication. Next deadline 
will be one week early: June 23, 1977. 

I would like to subscribe to the American Morris Newsletter. Enclosed is my 
check or money order for $1.50 to cover my first year's subscription. (Please make 
checks payable to the "American Morris Newsletter1' and send to: Fred Breunig, 40 High 
Street, Brattleboro, Vermont 05301.) 

Name 

(include zip&d&) 


