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KARL RODGERS 

On Thanksgiving Day, the American Morris movement lost - its early 
leaders and a great friend and supporter. Karl hdgers was a faundine member of 

the Pinewoods Morris Men, the first organized club in tl 
danced with the Village Morris Men, the first truly locc 
formed in 1969 by Eric Leber and which danced for New Y G * ~  -uvu. ..." JFiOAU. 

In 1971 he was elected Squire of the Pinewoods Morris Men and shortly there- 
after founded the PMM Newsletter which still binds j 

he travelled to England with the first American morr 
an assemblage of Pinewoods Men organized by Roger Cs 
clubs in England including the Bampton Morris Men. 
organize the Greenwich Morris Men which is now one c 
local clubs. Karl also was a morris teacher for thc 
in various workshops and classes and an ardent suppc 

In the next issue of the Newsletter, there wi 
Karl by several of the former Village Morris Men. 

THE XYZ OF MORRIS (Pi 

by Russell Wortlc 
(First published privately in February, 1978, by the a u u w r ,  reprrmLeu vy prrmraaruu) 

C. Why "Morris"? 

There is little doubt that the word "morris" derives from 'W~orish.~' In the 
15th century we find not only the first appearance in this country of the expression 
"morris-dance" (1458) but also "morris-pike" (14R7) w h i c h  n i u n i f i e n  a weanon 

supposed to be of Moorish origin. However, we n 
dance which we know in our native tradition and 
Moorish. Rather it appears from an examination 
and early 16th centuries that a foreign dance-foLu 
in Spanish Morisca was introduced to the Court of Henry VII about 1494. This was 
characterised by the use of elaborate exotic costumes or disguise, its name being 
anglicised to morrice, morysse, moresk, or morris. This type of dance seems to have 
been brought in as a novel spectacle for Christmas and Shrovetide revels and was 
quickly taken up at the Scottish Court (from 1502) and within a few years became a 
feature of public processions such as the Midsummer Watch in London - the equivalent 
of our Lord Mayor's Show. Before long it spread, no doubt in modified forms, to 
parish entertainments and so we find numerous references to "morris dancers' in 
church-wardenst accounts in the 16th century, often in conjunction with Robin Hood 
pageants. It must have been at this parochial level that the exotic disguise 



dances m e t  w i t h  t h e  n a t i v e  d iaguise  dances and i t  seems t h a t  a t  t h i s  point  thc 
"morris" came t o  be  appl ied  t o  both. 

9 name 

We have no record of t h e  former names of our  n a t i v e  r i t u a l  dances but  wnac con- 
vinces  us of t h e  r e a l i t y  of t h e i r  ex i s t ence  and t h e  con t inu i ty  of an ancient  t r a d i t i o n  
a t  t h i s  period a r e  t h e  v i v i d l y  uninhibi ted  accounts by t h e  Elizabethan p u r i t a n s ,  
Fetherston,  Northbrooke, and P h i l i p  Stubbes. I n  The Anatomie of Abuses (1583) t h e  
l a t t e r ,  without mentioning t h e  word morris ,  wrote:' "They s t r i k e  up t h e  Devi l ' s  
Daunce wi tha l l :  then martch t h i s  heathen company towards t h e  church and church- 
yarde, t h e i r  pypers pyping, t h e i r  drummers thundering, t h e i r  stumpes dauncing, t h e i r  
b e l l e s  jyngling,  t h e i r  handkercheefs f l u t t e r i n g  about t h e i r  heades l i k e  madde men ..." 
Stray  remarks by o t h e r  writers of t h i s  t i m e  are a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  such a s  t h a t  i n  t h e  
c o u r t i e r  Robert Landham's L e t t e r  t o  a f r i e n d ,  descr ib ing t h e  entertainment provided 
f o r  El izabeth  I during her  s t a y  a t  Kenilworth C a s t l e  i n  1575, where he  mentions t h a t  
on t h e  second Sunday afternoon of her  v i s i t ,  i n  t h e  course of a represen ta t ion  of a 
Bride-ale (country wedding ce lebra t ion)  by l o c a l  v i l l a g e r s ,  s h e  w a s  en te r t a ined  by 
"a l i v e l y  Morisdauns, according too  t h e  Auncient manner: s i x  Dauncerz, Mawdmarion, 
and t h e  Fool." This  must s u r e l y  imply t h e  currency of a more modern manner, pre- 
sumably t h e  imported Moresk. It is t o  be expected i n  a seasonal  r i t u a l  t h a t  t h e  
deeply rooted manner would survive ,  though prehaps not  without absorbing something 
from the  new s t y l e ;  how much o r  how l i t t l e  w e  can only specu la te ,  but  i t  
q u i t e  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  l e g  b e l l s  came t o  our  Cotswold r i t u a l  dances i n  t k  
o r  a t  l e a s t  were then e labora ted  from s impler  "ruggles" such a s  survived i---- --.- 
19th cnetury with t h e  morris dancers of t h e  more remote Fores t  of Dean. There is. 
much more w e  do no t  know: f o r  ins t ance ,  was the  hobby-horse p a r t  of t h e  fn+-r~nla  

sp r ing  r i t u a l  o r  added i n  t h e  16th century when t h e  r i t u a l  began t o  be uc 
entertainment? 

It w i l l  be noted t h a t  these  accounts r e l a t e  t o  t h e  type of morris  
know a s  t h e  Cotswold t r a d i t i o n ,  belonging t o  sp r ing  and e a r l y  summer. It IS un- 
l i k e l y  t h a t  mid-winter r i t u a l s  would have been much a f f e c t e d  by new fashions  i n  pro- 
cess ions  and pageants which f o r  obvious reasons were held  i n  t h e  summer months, nor 
by new i d e a s  i n  Christmas revels c a r r i e d  on indoors i n  pa laces  and g r e a t  houses. 

- 
seems t o  m e  
 is way, 
'ntn t h e  

D. Why Do We Do I t ?  

Of course w e  a l l  perform t h e  morris  because w e  e l l ~ u r  A L ,  w l C  LIAall L A A a L ,  

under t h e  r i g h t  condi t ions  i n  t h e  r i g h t  environment, w e  ge t  a 
k ick  out  of i t  un l ike  t h a t  experienced i n  any o t h e r  a c t i v i t y .  
when w e l l  presented t h e  morris  communicates t o  t h e  s p e c t a t o r s  
t h e  simple enjoyment of watching a s h o r t  p 
of mystery is  conveyed which prompts ques t  
some kind of answer t o  i n  t h e  foregoing te: 

This  sense  of mystery is conrmunicatc,, ,,,,,,,, 

unique and powerful 
W e  f i n d  too  t h a t  

something more than 

s p e c i a l  costumes o r  d i sgu i ses  adopted by t h e  perfo&ers,  e s p e c i a l l y  those of t h e  
chief  and most p r imi t ive  par1 
marrion2) , t h e  Lord and "Lad! 
lumped together  a s  " t h e i r  hol 
a r e  f a r  from understanding cc -,-----, --.- --,, --,..-------,, -- --, --.--- --- x -- - 
have w r i t t e n  elsewhere, i f  some 
good! W e  can say t h a t  t h e  d i sg  
source of power wherewitl 
ment; w e  can say t h a t  tl 
penser of magic. But wh< 
some sense  of mystery shc 

mysteries  remain i n  t h e  morris  t h a t  is a l l  t o  t h e  
;v i se  is t o  conceal i d e n t i t y ,  f o r  impersonation of a 
.tempt t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  n a t u r a l  fo rces  of t h e  environ- 

mysteries  remain i n  t h e  morris  t h a t  is a l l  t~ 
;v i se  is t o  conceal i d e n t i t y ,  f o r  impersonat io~ 
.tempt t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  n a t u r a l  fo rces  of t h e  en7 

I n  t h i s  connectior 
from t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  of 
dance for t h e  community : 
of l o s i n g  its v i t a l  and i 



i f  morris dancera came t o  he regarded a s  a bloody nuiaance r a t  
of sp r ing  o r  ce lebra to r s  of t h e  harvest .  I f  w e  no longer real 
performance of our morrises can make t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d i f fe rence  
weather, we can s t i l l  use them t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  annual r e b i r t h  tka tllrn 

year ,  the  annual renewal of spr ing,  and t h e  annual harves t  4 

sure ly ,  not  j u s t  t o  t ake  our  varying seasons f o r  granted but 
t h e i r  appropr ia te  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i t u a l s .  

FOOTNOTES: 
This quest ion is d e a l t  with a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  by D r .  E.C. ( 

R i t u a l  Animal Disguise (Folklore Society 1978). 

wrote: "The abuse; 
f i r s t  whereof is t l  
most commonly call  
which is given i n  
f e a r e  of enormities 

"Antiques" is here  
does not  convey the 
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SPRING CALENDAR ( 

I n  l a s t  Apr i l ' s  Newsletter, four teen c l u  
Calendar. Not intended a s  an  exhaustive l i s t i n ,  -- ------ ,---.,,,, -, -,.---..,---- 
provides an impressive 
tour  da tes  planned by t 
postcard and send it to  
p r e f e r  t o  telephone, th 
Friday, March 23, 1979. 

A s p e c i a l  f e a t u r  
and groups using morris 
new clubs which have f a  
t h e i r  name and contact  
showing how they wish t 

A f e a t u r e  of t h e  Americ 
telephone c a l l s .  Names 

Binghamton Morris Men: "Things a r e  regu la r  here: FMM c a r r i e s  on. Some " l i t t le  men" 



have appeared a s  usual  i n  t h e  f a l l .  How many w i l l  s t i c k  is always i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
specula te  on. We a r e  doing Sberborne a s  a new t r a d i t i o n  and w i l l  probably drop some- 
th ing a s  a r e s u l t .  A t  t h e  f a l l  Ale, ~ e t e # l o s k ~  was e lec ted  Squire and Jonathan 
Lorentz, t h e  Bagman. I remain a s  foreman." 

John Dexter, Box 732, E a r l v i l l e ,  NY 13332. 

F idd le r ' s  Reach Morris has  taken up longswords and has been p r a c t i c i n g  wi th  them f o r  
the  pas t  few months. The team has a l s o  been dancing Border Morris during t h i s  t i m e .  
I n  January we  w i l l  ge t  back t o  concentrat ing on Bledington. Paul  Krakauske was re- 
cent ly  e lec ted  Squire. 

Paul Krakauske, 50 Gray S t r e e t ,  Port land,  Maine 04102. 

Minnesota Trad i t iona l  Morris: "Since our former correspond=llL, YQVid Nichols, moved 
t o  Virginia  t h e r e  has been no news of the  MTM. After  breaking i n  a goodly number of 
green apprent ices  (half  a dozen o r  so) i n  June, w e  brought our  troupe t o  the  
Minnesota Renaissance F e s t i v a l  during four  of its s i x  weekends i n  August and Septem- 
ber. An infus ion of f r e s h  enthusiasm and s k i l l s  came t o  us  i n  t h e  form of J i m  
Brickwedde, formerly of Willow Wood Morris i n  Buffalo. From J i m  w e  picked up 
Ilmington Maid of t h e  M i l l ,  which g r e a t l y  enhanced our show a t  t h e  F a i r ,  and some 
bawdy s inging which unfor tunate ly  caused more backs than heads t o  turn .  

"In October w e  danced f o r  t h e  grand opening of t h e  S a l t a r i  Folkdance Coffee 
House which is a t  l e a s t  ha l f  under t h e  i l l u s t r i o u s  guidance of Ed S t e m .  We then 
put  away handkerchiefs, s t icks ,and b e l l s ,  polished t h e  rappers and long swords, and 
began gearing up f o r  Christmas. A t  t h i s  wr i t ing ,  Betty is preening he r  th inning h a i r  
and beard and t h e  Doctor is d i s t i l l i n g  h i s  ink-a-tink f o r  t h e  customary Mummers Play 
which w i l l  accompany 

TI During p a r t s  o r  aepcemoer ana uccoDer, our muslclan bary x n u l t e  managed a 
tour  of the  Cotswolds, bringing back many i n t e r e s t i n g  r e f l e c t i o n s  from the  Morris 
homelands. This has  no t  de te r red  our  pe r f id ious  f i d d l e r ,  however, from fo rc ing  us 
t o  dance sword .to the  f i r s t  v i o l i n  p a r t  from t h e  William T e l l  Overture, a l l  manner 
of I r i s h  j i g s  and hornpipes, and excerpts  from Joe Venuti!" 

Stephen Parker, 434 N.E. 4th  S t r e e t ,  Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413 

Men of Houston: "Christmas is drawing nearer  and it looks a s  i f  t h e  MoH w i l l  be 
p r e t t y  busy f o r  t h e  season. With any luck w e  should have t h e  Kirby Lonr3-'- 
Mumming Play knocked i n t o  shape f o r  Christmas. We took out  t h e  song s i r  
r e a l l y  a Pace Egg Play and now i t  looks q u i t e  s v + + a h l e -  

"You a l s o  might be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know thi  5otte1 
j u s t  being groupies and have j u s t  s t a r t e d  a Mor~ 
the re  a r e  four  of them a t  i t  and the re fo re  need ac rraaL Lwv I 

up a side." 

John Vivian, 3804 Villanova, West Universi ty Place,  Houston, : 

NewTowne Morris Men: "Some h igh l igh t s  of t h e  f a l l  and winter  1 

wedding i n  Connecticut,  t h e  Pinewoods Morris Men's F a l l  Tour, 
and mumming f o r  t h e  I r i s h  A r t  e x h i b i t  i n  Boston. Plans  f o r  t l  
a poss ib le  e a r l y  spr ing tour  with Marlboro Morris and Sword, ; 
wedding of Heather Menninger and Mark Wilke soon a f t e r  May Da! 

Mark Wilke, 90 College Avenue, Somerville, Massachusetts 021: 

Willow Wood Morris: "Morris continues i n  Buffalo although at  LIUCJ wc LIQVC. Q ~ L L U ~ ~ L C  

t o  ge t  a s e t  of a c t i v e  dancers. We have a core  of e i g h t  f a i r l y  experienced dancers 
and severa l  new beginners. Over t h e  p a s t  year  w e  have appeared a t  t h e  Buffalo Folk 
F e s t i v a l ,  severa l  community events ,  and have had a few tours  around t h e  c i t y .  The 
weekend of October 1 w e  hosted f i f t e e n  members of Green Fiddle Morris from Toronto. 
I n  t h a t  tour  we danced both i n  Buffalo and i n  Niagara F a l l s ,  Ontario. It must have 



been one of t h e  few tours  
t o  dance with Fores t  City 
be growing i n t e r a c t i o n  of 

t o  dance i n  two nat ions .  W e  a l s o  t r a v e l l e d  t o  London, Ont. 
and t o  Toronto f o r  t h e  Toronto Morris A l e .  There seems t o  
teams i n  t h e  Great Lakes area. Teams from Buffalo, Toronto, 

London, and Ann Arbor have danced together  severa l  t i m e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  cities- We 
would welcome any o the r  teams i n  t h e  region t o  j o i n  in." 

David Conant, 459 Auburn Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14213. 

Marlboro Morris and Sword: "Our f a l l  p r a c t i c e s  were organized a s  a "master c l ass"  
exploring some new t r a d i t i o n s  i n  order  t o  inc rease  our a b i l i t i e s  a s  individuals .  
We examined Chipping Campden, Bledington ("hooking t o  rule") ,  and Bucknell (with 
t h e  hey a s  taught by Roy Dommett a t  l a s t  y e a r ' s  Ale) .  Beginning i n  January, w e  
w i l l  haul  out  our Headington, Ilmington (women),and Lichf ip ld  ( m e n )  f r n m  +he m n + h -  

b a l l s  and begin preparing f o r  spring.  Plans f o r  t h e  1975 

Tony Barrand, Box 51, Marlboro, Vermont 05344. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Ri tua l  Dance Weekend: The Country Dance and Song Societ! 
second Ri tua l  Dance Weekend a t  Hudson Guild Farm near  Net 
weekend of March 2-4, 1979. Program chairman f o r  t h e  wet 
and s t a f f  w i l l  inc lude John Dexter, Fred Breunig, J i m  Moi 
There w i l l  be sess ions  on Performing the  Morris i n  t h e  St 
J i g ,  Buffoon Dances, Dancing a s  a Fool o r  Hobby Horse, EI 
Socia l  dances of ceremonial occasions w i l l  be fea tured 0x1 a a ~ u r u a y  C V C Z I U U ~ .  u u r i L a L c  

the  headquarters  of CDSSA f o r  more information: Country Dance and Song Society,  
55 Christopher S t r e e t ,  New York, N.Y. 10014. 212-255-8895. 

Marlboro Morris Ale: Marlboro Morris and Sword i s  pleased t o  announce t h a t  the  
four th  Marlboro Morris Ale w i l l  be  held  over t h e  weekend of May 25-28, 1979 a t  
Marlboro College i n  Marlboro, Vermont. The program w i l l  be changed somewhat t h i s  
year t o  al low f o r  more tour ing i n  neighboring towns i n  Windham County on both 
Saturday and Sunday. On Monday t h e r e  w i l l  be t h e  customary a l l e y  dancing a t  Poncho's 
Wreck i n  Wilmington: t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  i n s i s t s  t h a t  i t  is t r a d i t i o n a l .  

The f a c i l i t i e s  a t  the  co l l ege  f o r c e  us again  t o  l i m i t  t h e  number of c lubs  
a t t end ing  t h i s  year. W e  have s e n t  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  s i x t e e n  c lubs ,  most of whom have 
been i n  exis tence  f o r  a t  l e a s t  two years .  We are a l s o  making a s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  
encourage teams from t h e  Southern s t a t e s  t o  a t t end .  

Mass dances f o r  t h e  A l e  w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t  t h i s  yea r  t o  in t roduce some f r e s h  
mate r i a l  i n t o  mass dancing s i t u a t i o n s  (Headington 29th of May being t h e  exception).  
The new dances w i l l  be: Bampton Maid of t h e  M i l l  and Step and Fetch Her, Bucknell 
Room f o r  t h e  Cuckolds ( s t i c k )  and Willow Tree, Bledington Morning S t a r  and Young 
Col l ins ,  Adderbury Bluebel ls  of Scotland and Shepherds Hey. 

-- Tony Barrand, Squire,  Marlboro M & S 

NEWSLETTER SPECIFICS 

The American Morris Newsletter is  published four  times per  year  (Apri l ,  Ju ly ,  Ocober, 
January). Subscript ions are a v a i l a b l e  t o  anyone a t  $2.00 per year:  p lease  make checks 
payable t o  t h e  "American Morris Newsletter" and send t o  t h e  address on page 1. Copy 
deadline f o r  next i s s u e  (calendars,  team news, addresses,  l e t t e r s ) :  MARCH 23, 1979. 



LETTERS TO THE EDIT( 

As  you reported i n  your l a s t  i s sue ,  w e  had the  
summer, where they made a good impression with t h e i r  1 

administered t o  them on c e r t a i n  occasions. You might 
Szymanski completely omitted t o  mention one of t h e  occasions me amgnamcon men 
enjoyed most when over here: t h e i r  day out  with London Pr ide  Morris Men (my team). 
They enjoyed f i n e  weather, f i n e  dancing s i t u a t i o n s ,  reasonable populace, reasonable 
company, and reasonable a l e .  Not su rpr i s ing ,  though, t l  - -  - ~- - 

s ince  he was a notable absentee t h a t  day, having chosen 
Hartley Morris Men. The o the r  BMM spoke with r e a l  plea: 

Michael Blar 
S t .  Pau l ' s  ( 

We were su rpr i sed  t o  see t h e  name New Cambridge 0mlr ;r ;ea  rrom your llsr or 
"Morris I n  North America" i n  l a s t  A p r i l ' s  i ssue .  Perhaps i t  was overlooked because 
1 I everyone knows t h a t  team." However, while not  being on t h e  list hasn ' t  h u r t  - us 
any, some of our  f r i e n d s  may have unnecessari ly lamented our "passing." 

Many New Cambridge Men, l i v i n g  f u r t h e r  and f u r t h e r  a p a r t ,  have helped t o  
sprout  new teams where they l i v e  -- most notably (and unflaggingly!),  Roger 
Cartwright,  N W ' s  founder. Bur w e  s t i l l  f ind  t h e  days t o  get  together  t o  dance. 

You may want t o  note  then, a t  l e a s t  a sa  hopeful s ign  f o r  t h e  longevity of 
morris (and f r iendships)  t h a t  one of t h e  o l d e s t  teams i n  t h i s  neck of t h e  world 
is s t i l l  plodding along, with s ~ m e  of t h e  same problems t h a t  n l = , o l r -  3 1 1  + - s ~ Q .  

dis tances ,  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  s c a r c i t y  of good pubs, e t c ;  but  i 

shar ing t h e  morris '  s t ronges t  joys: dancing out  with t h e  s i  

a group t h a t  has worked, and laughed, a long t i m e  together .  

Mark Wilke 
Somerville , Mass 

[The e d i t o r  r e g r e t s  t h e  omission and was working on t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  information 
a t  t h e  t ime.]  

r yAugUb ...*A. CbULYV. 

a l so  occas ional ly  
ureness and q u a l i t y  of 

27 December 1978 

- - - -  - - 

LAST LAUGH: The M o r r i s  a s  a Househc 

The Boston Globe displayed its increased "Morris C O ~ L \ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  VI. r..v vbruu~.,rls 

l a s t  f a l l .  Tom Kruskal cl ipped two d i f f e r e n t  a r t i c l e s  which mentioned morris  dancing 
i n  passing: 

"New England has  a r i c h  f o l k  music t r a d i t i o n  ... There a r e  f o l k  f e s t i v a l s ,  
f i d d l e  f e s t i v a l s ,  and banjo f e s t i v a l s ;  Morris dancers. contra  dancers. 
and square dancers ... But precious l i t t l e  d 
(from "A Place  f o r  Folk a t  WGBB," The Globe 

"The next th ing w e  know t h e y ' l l  be teaching P 
t h e  T [ ~ o s t o n ' s  mass t r a n s i t  system]." 
(from an a r t i c l e  descr ib ing t h e  Transportat ivl l  fiULIIVLILr IQLSvL IucQ 

t o  inc rease  i n t e r e s t  i n  mass t r a n s i t  by pu t t ing  l o c a l l y  w r i t t e n  poetry 
on buses and subways, The Boston Globe, October 17, 1978.) 

**SUBSCRIBE TO THE AMERICAN MORRIS NEWSLETTER**SUPPORT YOUR LWAL ~ U K K I ~  - ~ m ~ = ~ - ~ ~  




