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printed by the Morris Ring of England about how its association of men's clubs in England 
km.organi=ek He then outlined tiom he ,saw for an association I;, , 
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this ,coq~$ty: -. , '$ + -.J--, - - 
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*.'ti , Clearinghouse for teachets -- working with the Country Dance and Song &ciety 
. to gfdups to teachers'-and vice Versa-; q .. '>.,. - *F " 

. . -- disseminatsg info-tion &but the ~or;is 
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i t  was not u n t i l  Sharp's manuscripts becam= a&&sible tlht i t  could be seen t h a t  the  
dance had i n  f a c t  been recorded c o ~ r c p & y  by& &aere$.(p@ ~ t + , ~ e r l , ,  mp d~owM &y) 
fiv -&j*rc+&-. t \  . 1  I F . 5  . , .i I . _ .  . 
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# I  ' -. ',-I 6he flittder .#rov~& '&2iY&~ke.$oria  i n  ,&td , ~ h e ~  app,wc&g the woqic-tdf .cob 

. . zeetbeh. C; misf 8;hwit ere' *' 'coir"fFde& h&' been ea'fa%lishe& between co l lec tor  and informant 
fmd t h i s  happy situation may in Eact never be achieved ii the  course of a wgp*e~aplw. 
of visi ts) ,  the  latter usual ly  f ee i8  some keservation about: t e l l i n g  a l l  he knows. ' - i&e 
qre && @npm .Jif he happens ta be (the .$a sum&+&: t k  t w i 6 Y  OF bu r  - dancgs ( i f *  - ' 

nknb e r  of dancers era. st iU  -1: -% and- yaw Wiy &bki me! %MI& Gere .d~.equ~n~'- 'sr&meht8 
i n  the p* &out: the; pmpaibty (df ~?ffdg thelhl &rap a %&anger -f l l ' o ~ ' k n d 6 ~  wh.& f will no ' 

I ,I - dwb&:.;maWmoney ouL ~f f hem., h . r  , - ? ~ . j . "  L~ . f i .  . !  
1 have heard .C.! s a w  quite.i&enf$Ly thafi ?'s&Bx: a& t h e  ,mo$Hs dances belong t o  

everybody. " Few tradfirnbnal YIanc&re: winur.ii hiz've !agreed+ b1th 'th& 81,. statement.  The, 
f a c t  is the  morris.,&mcee arieilth&.$~d;dhly .guatd&fi&ty of th& tndkrih #heat&. ' ?tJ:? 
i s  the  " luck" , the  - -a ~t symbl$e& by the, &&pBn. :t3Wk&rd) , # J  She* eedr  i ~ n &  bf '&$&ing ' 
the  dances ,: - tha t  belongs to.svaryb&jr, wbt +h& dsnces. w&el"d. However, tenuously,, the  
morris s t i l l  r e t a i n s  i ts  power t o  fasc ina te  the  o n l o o k ~ ' p -  & ~ ~ r r i i ' t e ~ - w m x W  kt? 
-@$; s o w  pS@ommm CWS. Giiaut Am W ~ ~ O & I  'e"a:htc'id to. dB 'b6'-(an'& then it: i i f i j  p ' k ~ e r  
be "morrisi')- ~ s s L . t h g l . & m s  is -cake* r n W o u s 1 ~  bgi" t % i ~  p d f o  Wrs ; howev&r -mu& t h i s '  *. ' ' 
e s p a t i & .  ,mr$ownetm- 0%. ~ x p a e e  be yj~&wd-. by mmviv&l:~jdyih~kt: This; succew 'of- zi - 

morris te&q;,dppen$h :pegha* as Chch awl w%&iln&i finding the r i gh t  balance between 
seriousness and enjoyment. This basic  ambivalence is personified i n  the  Fool. "It takes 
a w i s e  man t o  make a good Fool," s a id  Jinky [ ~ i l l i a m  Wells of ~am~ton-in- the-~ush] .  The 

P a r a l l e l  t o  the  Fool is the  man with the  sword-impaled cake and the mon$pbox.-p- 
*--.L+ -..I. 

f o r  the  exchange of g i f t s  with the  populace. Again how 'often neglected nowadays -- "too 
much trouble"! A r e  not too many of ouri W r r i s  teams concerned with '  the; takbte * f ir%fie''' "' 
exclusion of the  givings? I f  presented properly, there  is no need t o  l ec tu re  t he  on- 
lookers on what t he  morris i e  a l l  about: it w i l l  speak f o r  i t s e l f  -- and i f  an element 
of mystery remains, so  much the  be t t e r .  " I  + + - . "  

*. - 
yr  The ~ews.4 '~ tee  is o f f  t o  a running s t a r t  with 6 8  &&&id~t&rwb 
team sub~crlbrs six di f fe ren t  teaas). The F- be &lb-hol.stap~lMCl&r~ 
ever: 80 ~ubrct ibe  now while you can take &vantage of such a bargain! Send $1.50 per year to the addtees on page one. b E 



Two new teams are in  the offing in  the Bay area. Brad Foeter and Ellen 
the spark of i n t e x e e a ~ e a t e d  by Jim Morrison's workshop there in  early 

April. They have no names yet, "particularly since w e  w i l l  be two 



The Strong Morris Team is "planning a threerday travelling morris tour with New 
Cambridge down the coast of Maine." Squire Bob Childs gave no other details. 

Barbara Harding of Herndon, Virginia, sent news of a "double rapper sword team this year 
of fifth and sixth grade boys. On May 13, the boys and I appeared on WTOP television 
station on ... 'Morning Break'. I was interviewed about the background of sword dancing 
and the boys, of course, performed their rapper." She also wrote of a men's rapper team 
which grew out of their "Playford Dancers." Both men's and boys' teams have been per- 
forming at festivals in the Washington, D.C. area including the Northern Virginia 
Festival on May 15. 

A team is forming in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Ann Miller (Box 496, Whitmore Lake, MI 48189) 
wrote asking for help in finding bells for the team as well as copies of Cecil Sharp's 
Morris Book which is no longer in print. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CORRECTION: In last issue's announcements, I ref erred to %ussell Wortley ' s 'Bibliography 
of the Sword Dance"' and also to "his 'Bibliography of the Morris Dance (1975) ' ." Dr. 
Wortley wrote to set the record straight: "I was not responsible for the compilation of 
either of them, though I did advise on the Morris one and I provided the introduction to 
this. The compiling was done by successive Librarians at Cecil Sharp House and I'm not 
sure who has written the Sword introduction." 

, - 
HANDBOOKS AVAILABLE: Lionel Bacon's Handbook of Morris Dancing has been reprinted by 
the Morris Ring of England. Roger Cartwright, Squire of New Cambridge Morris Men, and 
Chris Walker oi pinewoods p orris Men, are both in touch with the ~ i n g  and could help 
in acquiring copies for American teams. Teams desiring a copy of the Handbook should 
contact either of them directly: Roger Cartwrigbt, c/o West Village Meeting House, 
West Brattleboro, VT 05301; or Chris Walker, 22 Baskin Road, Lexington, MA 02173. 

MARLBORO MORRIS INSTRUCTIONAL: Marlboro Morris and Sword and the Country Dance and Song 
Society of Southeast Vennont will be co-sponsoring an intensive Cotswold Morris "Instruc- 
tional" on September 23-25, 1977, in Brattleboro, Vermont. The program will be patterned 
after a weekend format developed by Roy Dommett in England where participants will watch 
films of and dance ae many Cotswold morris traditions as possible. One will not retain 
all the material presented, but will be able to get a "feel" for the different styles, 
For more information contact Tony Barrand, Box 51, Marlboro, VT 05344; or the editor. 

NEXT ISSUE 

Shag Graetz spent a year in England during 1974 and 1975 travelling around the 
country and attending numerous traditional festivals, Ring meetings, etc. One of these 
was "The Greenhill Bower and Court of Array of Men-at-Armst' at Lichfield, Staffordshire. 
A memoir of his experiences there will appear in the October issue. 

NEWSLETTER SPECIFICS 

The American Morris Newsletter is published four times per year (April, July, 
October and January). Subscriptions are available to anyone at $1.50 per year: please 
make checks or money orders payable to the "American Morris ~ewsletter" and send to 
Fred Breunig, 40 High Street, Brattleboro, Vermont 05301. (Morris or Sword clubs may 
aubscribe at a lower group rater write to, the editor for details). 

Copy deadline is the last day of the month prior to publication. Next deadline is 
September 30, 1977. 

****$UPP&IT YOUR IMAL MORRIS TEAM****%UBSCBIBE TO THE AMERICAN MORRIS NEWSLETTER****** 
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