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Cop>- d e a d l i n e s  f o r  t h e  s u h i s s i o r !  of a r t i c l e s ,  l e t te rs  o r  team news 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS --- 
With the coming of summer (and tornadoes - 3 MN ~ o r r i s  dancers had very 

close c a l l s )  comes an increase i n  Morris a c t i v i t i e s .  Two a l e s  have jus t  occur- 
red i n  recent months, t he  Marlboro Ale and the  Midwestern A l e .  These gatherings 
have allowed t i m e  simply t o  have fun dancing, echange ideas  and re f resh  our 
s p i r i t s .  Too many Times one hears of people burning out over heavy dancing 
schedules, ob l iga t ions  and money. I t  is refreshing t o  m e e t  o ther  dancers without 
an a i r  of pressure.  Thus t he  r o l e  of t he  a l e  and may such events  continue. 

This  ed i t ion  of t he  newsletter is being sen t  t o  press  without co-editor 
Steve Parker, who is preparing t o  caper h i s  way up the  mountain peaks of Pen?. 
Apologies i n  advance f r o  slow answers t o  mail requests  a s  AMN mail w i l l  be t l e d  
up fo r  awhilw i n  S t evens  mailbox. 

EDITORIAL 

Minneapolis may be f a r  removed from the  center  of Morris gossip, but 
j ingles  i n  the  grapevine seem t o  ind ica te  t h a t  AMN has caused a st ir  within 
sec t ions  of t he  English Morris s i de s  over t he  recent  publ icat ion of "ABC'D... 
X Y Z  of Morris" by D r .  Anthony Barrand ( see AMN Jan. 1981, Vol. I V  no. 4)  . The 
American Morris N e w s l e t t e r ' s  purpose is t o  keep a l l  morris s i de s  i n  North 
America i n  contact with one another, t o  a c t  a s  an exchange of information, and 
t o  o f f e r  a forum on the  development of morris dancing - both pas t  and present.  

The e d i t o r s  co rd i a l l y  i n v i t e  anyone - American, Canadian, ~ r i t i s h ,  o r  
Austrai l ian - who wishes t o  present scholar ly  works on the  o r ig in s  and current  
developments of Morris t o  do so. AMN is a vehic le  of opinions, not of one 
pa r t i cu l a r  opinion. 

The At lan t ic  and Pac i f i c  Oceans a r e  wide but ce r t a in ly  mail se rv ice  has 
not de te r iora ted  t h a t  badly. 

Welcome. -- James C.  Brickwedde, co-editor, AMN 

TEAM NEWS -- 
A f ea tu re  of the  American Morris Newsletter dependent upon your l e t t e r s  

postcards and telephone c a l l s .  The response t h i s  quarter  r e f l e c t s  t he  flow 
of t h a t  constant open communication, The names of the  correspondents appear a t  
t he  end of each c lub ' s  news. 

BELLS-OF-THE-NORTH I Minnesota 
New costumes, new T-shir ts ,  new members and our very o m  new dance 

t r ad i t i on  have marked the  s t a r t  of t h i s    orris season. May 1 saw us  once 
again dancing down Nicol le t  Mall i n  Minneapolis t o  keep the  IDS Tower erect 
one more year. W e  m e t  t h e  men's s i de  i n  f ron t  of the  Tower for  mass dancing, 
followed by f e s t i v i t i e s  a t  a loca l  a l e  house. The month of May closed with 
us  dancing a t  t he  wedding of Squire Laurie Levin t o  Foreman J i m  Brickwedde. 
A t  t he  wedding, BNM made its debut of our very own loca l  morris t r ad i t i on .  
"Lady From Putney" is the  f i r s t  of a t  l e a s t  f i v e  dances t o  be added t h i s  
year under t h e  t r a d i t i o n  t o  be known a s  ~inneapolis-on-~ississippi. h'e 
performed a t  t he  Midwestern Morris Ale i n  Madison,Wis. and a t  t he  S t .  Anthony 
Main Heritage Fes t iva l  i n  Minneapolis. A l i c e  Love, formerly with Court Square 
Dancers in  Virginia,  stopped in to  town t o  teach a new Bampton dance and a 
ribbon workshop. 

Denise Kania, 4000 20th Ave. So., Mpls, MN 55407 



BERKELEY MORRIS1 CALIFORNIA 
Berkeley Morris  has  gone through a f a i r  number of changes wi th in  t h e  l a s t  

year.  A t . t h e  end of t h e  1980 tour ing  season, our  c l u b  foreman/founder, Brad 
Fos te r ,  informed u s  he was no longer  a b l e  t o  make t h e  long d r i v e  from h i s  home 
i n  Cupert ino t o  t h e  b ig  o l d  s t u d i o  i n  t h e  North Berkeley H i l l s  where we have 
our weekly p r a c t i c e s .  Severa l  South Bay   orris commuters e l e c t e d  t o  go wit.h 
Brad and t o  form a new group i n  Pal0  Alto,  Deer Creek Morris. ' A  couple of 
o t h e r  r egu la r  North Bay m e m b e r s ,  perhaps, d i s p i r i t e d  a t  t h e  l o s s  of Our e x c e l l -  
e n t  teacher ,  dropped from t h e  group. 

Moreover, severa l  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Sunset Morris moved t o  San ~ r a n c i s c o  and 
w e r e  working hard t o  e s t a b l i s h  a men's team t h e r e .  We were faced with t h e  
p o s s i b l e  l o s s  of  some m e m b e r s  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  and wi th  competi t ion f o r  
r e c r u i t s  a t  a  t i m e  when w e  could ill a f f o r d  it. W e  were reduced t o  nea r ly  h a l f  
our previous  s t r e n g t h  having f i v e  women and seven men. Oddly, t h e r e  Were more 
than enough musicians. A t  t h i s  l e v e l ,  w e  continued t o  p r a c t i c e  and slowly 
developed un i ty .  Terry  O'Neal was appointed new c l u b  foreman. L a t e r ,  J i m  Bul l  
came on a s  Men's Squire.  Ter ry ' s  f o r c e  and enthusiasm combined with ~ i m * s  
thorough grounding i n  s t y l e  and d e t a i l  c r e a t e d  an inc reas ing ly  use fu l  
co l l abora t ion .  

A s  w e  continued plodding away a t  t h e  p r a c t i c e s ,  another  smal l  but  
important th ing  occurred. W e  r e a l i z e d  that w e  were IT, and t h a t  i f  t h e  Morris  
was t o  continue i n  Berkeley t h a t  it would be Up t o  U s .  W e  fought over a 
number of i s s u e s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  of mixed sets. I t  had been our custom 
t o  p r a c t i c e  mixed and t o  perform i n  s e p a r a t e  sets. This,  i n  l i e u  of t h e  
numbers s i t a a t i o n ,  was looking inc reas ing ly  imprac t i ca l .  J i m  and I m e t ,  t r y i n g  
t o  work o u t  formulas t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and p l e a s e  everyone, t o  no end. 
W e  a l l  wondered how long it would l a s t .  I t  d i d  seem t h a t  our c o l l e c t i v e  re- 
so lve  held u s  together .  No one wanted t o  g ive  up. 

Then w e  got  a few breaks, many of  them provided by Dick Bagwell, dancer, 
p ipe  and t abor  p layer  and p u b l i c i s t  e x t r a o r d i n a i r e .  Dick s u h i t t e d  a b e a u t i f u l  
a r t i c l e  t o  t h e  San Francisco Ewminer which agreed t o  p r i n t  it with  photos i n  
t h e i r  Eas te r  Sunday i s s u e  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Living f e a t u r e  sec t ion .  Dick d i d  
o t h e r  f i n e  p u b l i c i t y  f o r  u s  a s  w e l l .  A s  a  r e s u l t  of Dick's  e f f o r t s ,  our May 
Morning Dance Out i n  t h e  Berkeley H i l l s ,  dawned on a crowd of a t  l e a s t  seventy-- 
f i v e  people, some of whom s a i d  t h a t  they had been up a l l  n igh t  i n  o rde r  t o  see 
us.  Never had w e  experienced such a warm welcome. Our smal l  group danced with 
a l l  our h e a r t  . Perhaps ha l f  of t h e  group remained a f t e r  dancing t o  s i n g  and 
b reakfas t  with us.  Many inquired a s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  joining.  Others 
having resources  t o  share ,  exchanged phone numbers with us.  

May 2nd 6 3rd, w e  made our annual tour  of Berkeley, again t o  some of t h e  
l a r g e s t ,  f r i e n d l i e s t  crowds we'd seen.  The bags were record size and more 
r e c r u i t s  announced themselves. 

To add t o  our  d e l i g h t ,  t h r e e  n o s t a l g i c  former m e m b e r s  emerged from t h e  
woodwork t o  dance i n  with us ,  a t  l e a s t  two of whom w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  membership. 

Although w e  have a l o t  of work ahead i n  terms of shaping ourse lves  up a s  
dancers  and c r e a t i n g  a s t r o n g  suppor t ive  environment f o r  t h e  new dancers,  I 
am beginning t o  f e e l  t h a t  w e  have turned t h e  corner ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is a f u t u r e  f o r  
our group, and t h a t  it* s a b r i g h t  one. 

Mary Perner ,  Bagman 6 Women's Squire ,  P.O. Box 95, Rheem Valley, CA 94570 

BINGHAMTON MORRIS MEN1 NEW YORK 
(BKM s e n t  t h e  news le t t e r  a f u r t h e r  update on t h e i r  performance schedule  

t h i s  summer. .Dates includer August 15-23 - 6 t h  American Travel ing Morrice; 
September 12 - Roberson Center ' s  Holiday; September 11 - a team wedding; 
October 24 - BMM Harvest Home F e s t i v a l )  

Ken Kearns, Bagman, 4 Livingston S t r e e t ,  Binghamton, N.Y. 13903 

BLOOMINGTOK QUARRY MORRIS (Under t h e  F i sh )  I Indiana 
J i m  Brickwedde and I were t a l k i n g  on our t o u r  i n   adi is on, and he suggested 

t h a t  I send our l i t t le  v e r s e  about t h e  Hobby-Horse t o  t h e  Newsletter  (ed .  I see 
following f e a t u r e  a f t e r  Team News) . I t* s enclosed,  a long with a small  
explanat ion of which you a r e  f r e e  t o  u s e  a s  much a s  you want o r  need. It's s o r t  
of a t r i v i a l  l i t t l e  piece ,  but  it f i l l s  a  need f o r  our  team. Hope you can use  
it. 

I t  was g r e a t  see ing f o l k s  dancing a t  t h e  Madison A l e .  h'hat an  experience! 
A l l  t hese  Midwestern teams growing up i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  then suddenly thrown 
together .  I ' m  s u r e  everyone learned a t h i n g  o r  two. Besides which, it was 
exh i l a ra t ing!  (We've never been t o  an  a l e  be fo re ) .  I ' m  s u r e  w e ' l l  a l l  be 
p ress ing  t h e  Madison Folks  t o  do a r e p e a t  of a g r e a t  organiz ing job next  year. 

Mark Feddersen, R t  3 Box 2 7 2 4 ,  Morgantown, I N  46160 



KESTEVEN MORRIS 1 LINCS, ENGLAND 

Our group would l i k e  t o  subscr ibe  t o  your American   orris N e w s l e t t e r . . . .  
L a s t  year our  group had a success fu l  t r i p  t o  W e s t  Germany and i s  now 

contemplating a dance t r i p  t o  t h e  USA f o r  e i t h e r  1982 o r  1983. The i n t e n t i o n  
would be t o  f inance  t h e  t o u r  from t h e  dance d i sp lays ,  l e c t u r e s ,  i n s t r u c t i o n a l s  
and any o t h e r  appropr ia te  even t s  t h a t  could be arranged. Would it be p o s s i b l e  
f o r  you t o  tell u s  whether anyone h a s  t r i e d  t h i s  s o r t  of t o u r  before  and i f  
you know any c o n t a c t s  who might be a b l e  t o  help  us? The Morris Dance scene i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  s e e m s  t o  be very i n t e r e s t i n g .  W e  w e r e  h o s t s  t o  Ring O * B e l l s  
from N e w  York c i t y  when they w e r e  he re  i n  1979 and have read wi th  i n t e r e s t  
a r t i c l e s  on   orris i n  America published over here.  Enclosed is a copy of our  
p u b l i c i t y  handout which w e  hope w i l l  be of i n t e r e s t  t o  you. 

John Swi f t ,  40 Al l ington Garden, Boston, Lincs  PE21 9DW, England 

MINNESOTA TRADITIONAL MORRIS I MINNESOTA 
The schedule of performances f o r  MTM has  been q u i t e  f u l l  a s  usual .  May 

began with t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  dancing up ~ i c o l l e t  Mall and assoc ia ted  carousing 
af terwards  a t  a l o c a l  d r ink ing  establishment.  Another wedding ( t h e  t h i r d  t h i s  
y e a r l )  was blessed by Morris  dancing a t  t h e  end of May. Then it was o f f  t o  t h e  
Midwestern Morris  A l e  i n  Madison, W i s .  which ended Sunday af ternoon joining up 
with Oak Apple Morris  (Madison) f o r  a few dances i n  t h e  foun ta in  on t h e  Uofh"s 
Campus. Thunder Bay, 0 n t a r i o  shipped u s  up t o  perfo?p a t  t h e  S o l s t i c e  F e s t i v a l .  
The weather was w e t ,  t h e  border a pain ,  t h e  mosquit4;i l a r g e ,  but t h e  people 
w e r e  l ove ly  a s  always - w e l l  worth t h e  v i s i t .  A Renaissance F a i r  i n  Duluth 
over July  4 weekend proved t o  be i n t e r e s t i n g . . . t r y  dancing on a s k i  run, i n  t h e  
r a i n ,  b l i s t e r i n g  heat ,  e t c .  Again, fun was had by a l l )  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  enforced 
heat  break i n  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t *  s s?ximming pool. 

MTM had its annual a l e  i n  e a r l y  June t o  elect new p o s i t i o n s  f o r  another 
year - our n i n t h  a s  a team. Steve Parker is aga in  squ i re .  Larry  Paulson was 
e l e c t e d  Bagman ( i n  charge of f inances )  and Larry  Klueh was e l e c t e d  "Ragman" 
( i n  charge of physical  p l a n t ) .  

A new mummers p lay w r i t t e n  by s i d e  mate Rudd ~ a y f i e l d ,  c a l l e d  t h e  "Lowery 
H i l l s  Wooing Ceremony", saw its debut a t  t h e   idw western Morris  A l e .  A r o a r i n g  
approval  was given by a l l .  

The r e s t  of July w i l l  be taken up with performances i n  New U l m  and 
Chisholm, MN and i n  Ironwood, ~ i c h i g a n .  The Renaissance F e s t i v a l  w i l l  f i l l  o u t  
t h e  summer (and bag) f o r  s i x  weeks s t r a d d l i n g  August and September. 

Steve  Parker ,  434 N.E. 4 th  S t r e e t ,  Minneapolis, MN 55413 

THORNDEN MORRIS : SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
Our debut was May Day's dawn on Thornden H i l l ,  where t h e  warmth from those  

wonderful f o l k s  who su rpr i sed  u s  by coming t o  watch u s  dance (by  even knowing 
about u s l )  made t h e  kv in te r*s  formative s t r u g g l e  d isappear  with t h e  Darkness. 
Our dancing a t  Baltimore Woods Pioneer Days F e s t i v a l  on June 7 was a r e a l  
rouser ,  and made it apparent  t o  ourse lves  and o t h e r s  t h a t  w e  a r e  o f f  a- f ly ing.  

Y e t  t o  come t h i s  summer a r e  Syracuse Downtown Days, J u l y  11; and t h e  
Pleasure  F a i r e  of t h e  Renaissance i n  S t e r l i n g ,  N.Y. (up  on Lake Ontar io)  t h e  
weekends of J u l y  4-5 and J u l y  18-19. 

We a r e  a group of women dancing Bampton, enraptured by t h e  momentum w e  
a l l  genera te  i n  t h e  merging of our s t r eng ths .  People i n  our  c i t y  seem t o  be 
f e e l i n g  t h e  same way. Our teacher  is John Bramka of Binghamton Morris  Men. 
Squ i re  is Sondra Etheredge. 

Sondra Etheredge, 416 Columbus Ave., Syracuse, N.Y. 13210 

WESTERLY MORRIS KEN: RHODE ISLAND 
(ED.NOTE1 AMN r e g u l a r l y  receives W e s t e r l y * ~  weekly newsle t ter .  The follow- 

ing a r e  e x e r p t s  from s e v e r a l  of them) 
"Rehearsal w i l l  be Tuesday n i g h t  a t  t h e  Knickerbocker i n  Westerly. We w i l l  

be working on our  demon&ation dance f o r  Marlboro which w i l l  be "Flowers of 
Edinburgh" which w e  saw and learned l a s t  s u m e r  when we danced wi th  t h e  
Headington Quarry Morris  i n  Oxfordshire.** ' 

"Per fec t  weather wi th  a few bugs a t  dusk and a busy schedule kep t  every- 
one happy a t  t h e  Marlboro Ale. A s  usua l  w e  had our exc lus ive  camp site. Each 
year t h e  campers seem t o  move f a r t h e r  away from us .  Herb and George s tuck  
around f o r  t h e  Morris Olympics but d i d n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  l e g  races ,  l e g  
wres t l ing,  and r e l a y s ,  

" P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  m e m b e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  f o r  a good t o u r  i n  t h e  r a i n  and fog 
on t h e  campus of Connecticut  College (May 1 2 ) .  The darkness and dampness gave 
t h e  new men a good chance t o  g e t  bold and t r y  new dances, etc." 

"August 1-2 - Wester leyms Lobster  A l e  - This is t o  be a d r y  run f o r  a 
bigger A l e  which w e  could have i n  1982. More on t h i s  l a t e r w -  

George H. U t t e r ,  Bagman, 54 Elm S t r e e t ,  Westerly, R . I .  02891 



THE WETLAND STOMPERS MORRIS d SWORD8 WEST ACTON. MASS. 
Nancy Nichols passed t h e  word on t o  m e  that t h e  American  orris N e w s l e t t e r  

MS doing some i n v e s t i g a t i v e  r e p o r t i n g  on rumors of hanky-panky i n  t h e  western 
suburbs. Who t h e  Deep Throat  is I have no idea  but a f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  f u r t i v e  
yea r s ,  i t 's  n i c e  t o  be not iced.  W e  a r e  a small  mixed team doing mostly Adderbury 
and Headington wi th  some Bledington. I n  t h e  winter  w e  do longsword f o r  some 
m u m m e r ' s  p lays .  O u r  k i t  is white p a n t s  and s h i r t  with an unornamented k e l l y  
green tabard  and green bell pads. W e  wear no h a t s  except t h e  musician who h a s  a 
s t raw boater .  Having evolved somewhat a p a r t  from t h e  mainstream of  l o c a l  mor r i s  
our team has  its o c c a s i m a l  q u i r k s  of s t y l e  including some b i t s  derived i n d i r e c t 1  
from Welsh   orris by way of t h e  Dublin Morris. 

Dennis J. Ahern, 298 Centra l  S t r e e t ,  W e s t  Acton, Mass. 01720 

THAMES VALLEY MORRIS: LONDON, ONTARIO, 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  announce t h e  ex i s t ence  of a second mor r i s  team i n  London, 

Ontario.  We a r e  t h e  Thames Valley Morris  and we've been organized a s  a team 
s i n c e  N e w  Year, though most of u s  have been dancing f o r  2-3 years .  

Current ly ,  w e  a r e  concen t ra t ing  on Fieldtown and have p l a n s  f o r  Brackley 
and Hinton next year.  Our k i t  is whites,  b lues  braces (suspenders) ,  dark and 
l i g h t  blue r o s e t t e s  and r ibbons  and top ha t s .  

We'd be happy t o  hear from any teams about Ales and suchl ike .  

Paul Handford, Dept of Zoology, Univ. of Western Ontario,  London, Canada, 
N6A 5B7 

LETTERS 

Dear Ed i to r :  

May we ,  through A.M. N .  , say thank you t o  a l l  t h e  people who made ouk 
recent  v i s i t  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  such a success? W e  w e r e  overwhelmed by your kind- 
ness  and h o s p i t a l i t y ,  impressed by your dancing and we r e a l l y  enjoyed meeting 
you. (We a l s o  loved your weather - we a r e  now i n  t h e  middle of our Typical  
Engl ish  Summer, cold  and wet . )  I t  was a marvellous experience f o r  u s  t o  meet 
so  many d i f f e r e n t  teams and we've come home with l o t s  t o  th ink  about.  

Thanks f o r  a g r e a t  t i m e  - hope t o  see you again some day. 

Windsor Morris, 24 Alexandra Rd., Windsor, England 

AMN r e c e n t l y  received a letter from former AMN e d i t o r ,  Fred Breunig, who 
r e p o r t s  t o  u s  of a c t i v i t y  on t h e  W e s t  Coast and   orris Dancing. H e  mentioned 
hear ing of  rumors of  a Morris  s i d e  beginning t o  form i n  Eugene, Oregon and 
t h a t  f o l k s  i n  Por t land,  ORE. a r e  a l s o  working on g e t t i n g  some mor r i s  going. 
The Por t land Morris con tac t  person is8 Dick Lewis, 2907 N.E. l l t h ,  Por t land,  
Oregon 97121. 

Thanks f o r  t h e  in fo ,  Fred. 

L e t t e r s  on w orris Dance a c t i v i t i e s  i n  North America a r e  g r e a t l y  qncouraged. 
B e  it h i s t o r i c a l  o r  hot  o f f  t h e  p r e s s ,  AMN would love  t o  hear  from you. P lease  
send along names, addresses ,  phone numbers, o r  reference  l i s t i n g s  with t h e  
m a t e r i a l s  s o  f u r t h e r  fo l low up can be made. 

Thank you. ALES 
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THE SIXTH ANNUAL MARLBORO MORRIS ALE8 MAY 22-25,1981 

Although d i r e c t  communication with t h e  o rgan ize r s  of t h i s  year's Marlboro 
A l e  has  been by phone only,  t h e  r e p o r t  bas t h a t  t h e  A l e  was fun a s  usual .  Some 
changes from t h e  p a s t  w e r e  made which seemed t o  have been success fu l  ones. 
The mass dancing in,Newfane was moved o f f  t h e  green and acc ross  t h e  road :in 
f r o n t  of t h e  o l d  church making viewing of t h e  dancing a b i t  more in t ima te .  
Also, ins tead  of t h e  usual  workshops on Monday morning, a Morris  Olympics 
was held  on che College grounds. No scores  o r  list of winners were a v a i l a b l e  
t o  t h e  e d i t o r s  of ANN a s  we went t o  press .  The event,  we were t o l d ,  was q u i t e  
amusing. 

TI-?? FIRST MIDWESTERN MORRIS ALE: JUNE 5-7.1981 

Oak Apple Morris of Madison, Wisconsin hos t f the  f i r s t  ga ther ing of 
mor r i s  teams from t h e  na t ions 'hea r t l and .  Teams p resen t  were Bloomington 
Quarry  Morris ( Ind iana) ,  Sourwood Morris  (Tennessee),  Ann Arbor Morris  
(Michigan), Bells-of-the-North d MinnesotaTradit ional  Morris  (Kinnesota? 
Ladies  of P leasure  d Wild Orion Morris  (Chicago, I l l ) .  Touring on Saturday 
had t h r e e  groups of s i d e s  t r a v e l i n g  t h e  small towns surrounding  adi is on. 
A mass dance culminated i n  V i l j a s  Park I n  Madison before  a l a r g e  crowd and 
T.V. cameras. A s  d i s t a n c e  is a g r e a t e r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  Midwest, most teams 
l e f t  f i r s t  t h i n g  Sunday morning. A few'diehards  remained t o  dance on t h e  
s t e p s  t h e  t h e  S t a t e  Cap i to l  and i n  t h e  foun ta in  on t h e  U of  W Campus. P lans  
f o r  another a l e  next  vear a r e  a l s o  i n  t h e  works. 



DANCE DESCRIPTION 

OFF SHE GOES-- a composed ribbon dance, wr i t t en  Sept. 1980 f o r  t h e  Court Square 
Dancers, Char lo t tesv i l le ,  v i rg in ia ,  by t h e i r  foreman Katie 
~ e l l e t t  . 

TUNE: "Off She GoesN 
SET: Four p a i r s  i n  longways formation 
STEP: 1-2-3-hop 

A1 Corners cross--f i rs t  corners pass  l e f t  shoulder, second corners  pass r i gh t ,  
forming s t a r  with ribbons. Turn s t a r  clockwise. 

A2 Turn i n  t o  come back C-clockwise. Second corners re turn  home passing l e f t  
shoulders, f i r s t  corners hame passing r i gh t .  

B1 Dip and Dive--pairs face  and go under and over the  complete length of the 
set and back. Always go under coming i n  a t  the  top and over coming i n  a t  
the  bottom. 

B2 F i r s t  couple ca s t  out  and down t o  below fourth couple, followed by couples 
two and three.  Each couple i n  tu rn  ca s t  up under arch made made by the  
fourth couple. 

A3 Sc issors  and Arches--Couples one and three dance t o  the  l e f t  while couples 
two and four  dance t o  t h e  r i gh t ,  forming two small s i de  sets. An 'arches' 
f igure  is done, with top couples i n  t h e  s ide  sets cas t ing  i n  and down 

while the  bottom couples come up forming arch,  then repeat  back t o  place. Then 
a l l  dance back in to  o r ig ina l  l i ne s ,  top two couples changing places,  and 
bottom two couples a lso.  

A3 Sc issors  and Arches--Couples one and th ree  dance t o  the  l e f t  while couples 
two and four dance t o  the  r i gh t ,  forming two small s i de  sets. An *archesD 
f igure  is done, with top couples i n  t he  s i d e  sets cas t ing  i n  and down 
while the bottom couples come up forming arch, then repeat  back t o  place. 
Then a l l  dance back i n t o  o r ig ina l  l i n e s ,  top two couples changing places ,  
and bottom two couples a lso.  

A4 Movement continues across  t o  reform s ide  sets, repeat  arches f igure,  and 
a l l  dance back t o  o r ig ina l  places.  

A5 Big S t a r  and Circle--Top and bottom couple form a s t a r  passing l e f t  shoulder 
l e t t i n g  ribbons out t o  t h e i r  f u l l  extension, and turn  it clockwise while 
middle two couples circle r igh t .  

A6 Big S t a r  comes back c - c w i s e ,  and top and bottom couples come back t o  place 
passing r i g h t  shoulders, while middle couples circle back t o  t h e  lef t . .  

B5 d 6--same a s  B1 d 2 

A RECITATION 

(The following r e c i t a t i o n  has been graciously m h n i t t e d  by t h e  Bloominton 
' 

Quarry Morris from Indiana. The e d i t o r s  wish t o  thank them fo r  shar ing t h i s  
work) 

A c en t r a l  pa r t  of t he  Morris Dance a s  w e  perform it i n  Eloomington, I N ,  
is t h e  passing of the  Hobby-Rorse's feed bag through the  audience. Some onlooker: 
contr ibute  gladly,  f ee l i ng  perhaps t h a t  t h i s  i s  the  best way t o  show t h e i r  
appreciation. Y e t  o thers  s e e m  perplexed, even offended, when the  bag approaches 
them. Asking f o r  money i n  publ ic  p laces  is seen by ce r t a in  elements of our 
society a s  scurr i lous,  low-down behavior s u i t a b l e  only f o r  beggars, hoboes, 
col lege students,  and o ther  undesirables.  J u s t  f o r  example, shopping malls, t h e  
la t ter-day Agoras of America, announce a t  every entrance i n  primly pur i tan ica l  
tones "NO SOLICITATICN." In  such an atmosphere, it is hard for  audiences t o  
understand t h a t ,  when  orris dancers pass  t h e  bag, they a r e  motivated, not 
merely by need o r  greed (important f ac to r s ,  mind you) but by a des i r e  t o  bring 
t h e  audience i n t o  t he  performance. The g i f t  of money is t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  means 
by which the  spectator  becomes p a r t  of t h e  excitement, v i t a l i t y ,  and good 
for tune of t h e  Morris. A s  t he  saying goes, " i t* s lucky t o  feed the  horse" 

The t r ad i t i ona l  so lu t ion  t o  t he  stand-offish ( o r  t i gh t - f i s t ed )  audience is 
humor. A s  any foo l  knows, a b i t  of laughter  goes a long way toward bringing 
down t h e  ba r r i e r s  between dancers and on-lookers. I t  a l s o  f a t t e n s  t he  bag, a 
c ruc i a l  measure of success.  I n  t h i s  l i g h t e  w e  have composed these few verses ,  
p a r t l y  der iva t ive  and mostly doggerel, i n  an attempt t o  remind t h e  audience, i n  
a su i t ab ly  l i g h t  tone, t h a t  b e l l s  and ribbons, o a t s  and beer a r e  none of them 
cheap. This  being a problem common t o  all .  Morris Sides,  w e  present these  verses  
f o r  your perusal and ( w e  hope) amusement, with f u l l  l i c ense  t o  use a l l ,  p a r t  o r  - .. - .  . . ..... ..-.-- 2 -  n-l 



These v e r s e s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  presented on t h e  occasion of t h e  Oliver 
Winery F e s t i v a l  i n  Bloomington i n  May of 1980. Since  then,  w e  have used them i n  
a v a r i e t y  of s e t t i n g s ,  most r e c e n t l y  a t  t h e  Mass Dance i n  Vi las  Park dur ing t h e  
Midwestern Morris  A l e  t h i s  June. W e  have l a t e l y  been dancing t h e  Nutt ing G i r l  
J i g ,  i n  which t h e  Horse s t a n d s  behind t h e  dancers  and m i m i c s  t h e i r  capers ,  
hankerchiefs and a l l ,  t o  t h e  amusement of t h e  audience. A t  t h e  end, t h e  Reader 
s t e p s  o u t  and c a l l s t  

LORDS AND LADIES1 GENTLE KNIGHTS AND TRUE SQUIRES! 
SWEET DAMSELS I BABES-IN-ARMS I And you B e e r  Drinkers 
a s  w e l l 4  PRAY LEND ME YOUR EARI 

While I te l l  a sad t a l e  of sorrow, 
Our s c r i b e  has  insc r ibed  with a t e a r .  

W e  a r e  dancers from  loomi in ton Quarry ,*  
F u l l  of s p i r i t s  so  l i g h t  and s o  c l e a r ;  
And our  l i v e s  they w e r e  f i l l e d  with sweet sunshine 
"Ti1 w e  h i red  t h i s  Horse you see here .  

You've never seen anything l i k e  him 
I n  t h e  North, Eas t ,  t h e  W e s t  o r  t h e  South; 
They c a l l  him a Quarter-Horse t r u l y ,  
For he c a r r i e s  Two B i t s  i n  h i s  mouth. 

Our s t eed  here  may s e e m  a b i t  s imple 
With t h e  wisdom and w i t  of a mouse; 
Though h i s  b ra in  it is naught but a pimple 
S t i l l  h i s  b e l l y ' s  a s  l a r g e  a s  a house. 

W e  dance day and n igh t  t o  ea rn  r i c h e s  
But t h e  c o s t  of h i s  feed t akes  it a l l ;  
H e  d i n e s  from a trough s o  podigious 
I t  makes Ol ive r*  s Gas-Bag** look smal l .  

H i s  f a v o r i t e  c o l o r  is golden, 
The c o l o r  of a l e  and of beer; 
But should he s e e  green from your pockets,  
He ' l l  f i n d  comfort t h e r e  too ,  never f ea r .  

So..As our feed bag passes  before  you 
Remember our s t o r y  of need; 
Your gold w i l l  buy o a t s  f o r  our  dancers  
And beer f o r  our  b e a u t i f u l  s teed.  

W e  hope w e  have l igh tened  your hear tache 
With sweet p o * t r y  and r i n a l i n g  b e l l s ;  
And, s i n c e  gold is t h e  r o o t  of a l l  e v i l ,  
Pray, l i g h t e n  your purses  a s  w e l l .  

I f  our doggerel  rhyming sounds bogus, 
W e  Pray you w i l l  not  t a k e  offense;  
Though sometimes our meaning escapes  us ,  
W e ' r e  here  t o  make Dol lars ,  no t  Sense. 

*Scep t i c s  w i l l  no te  t h a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  a r e  l a r g e  and famous l imestone q u a r r i e s  
i n  Bloomington, source  of t h e  s t o n e  f o r  t h e  Empire S t a t e  Building and t h e  top  
two-thirds of t h e  Washington Monument...Substitute own s i d e * s  name. 

* * r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Ol iver  Winery Hot A i r  Balloon. Any l a r g e  o b j e c t  from your 
l o c a l i t y  w i l l  do a s  a s u b s t i t u t e .  

Submitted by: Mark Feddersen, Sc r ibe ,  Bloomington Quarry   orris (Under t h e  F i s h  

J u s t  i n  case  you hadn' t  not iced,  an a r t i c l e  on t h e  Marlboro Ale and 
Marlboro Morris Team appeared i n  t h e  May 1981 e d i t i c n  of t h e  smithsonian 
Magazine. The colored p i c t u r e s  were s p e c t a c u l a r  e s p e c i a l l y  those  of t h e  
mass process ionals .  




