
30 Years  of  Morr is  in  the Midwest  
The Midwest Morris Ale began in Madison in 

1981, and is still going strong 30 years later! 

2003 Midwest Morris Ale Participants 

                Colorado Morris Proudly Presents: 

                           Kit & Caboodle 

          “ They came, they danced, they wore 

outlandish costumes ” 



Ann Arbor Morris 

Founded way back in 1976 as Ann Arbor Morris and Sword, this 

Michigan team has one of the most memorable Fools in the business 
(Samantha Nola.)  

 
“Our dances generally come from the Bucknell and Ascot-under-

Wychwood traditions, although we frequently experiment with others 
and even make up our own dances to keep things lively. “ 



Bells of River City (BoRC) 

Founded in 2006, Michigan’s BoRC first attended the Midwest 

Morris Ale in 2007. 

<         > 

BoRC is also the name of their dance style, which they say is 

an amalgam of “ Adderbury, Boggart's Breakfast, Bucknell, 
Litchfield, Okehampton, &c” 



BELLS OF 

THE NORTH 

Bampton and Headington: 1980-1981 

Adderbury:  1981-present 

Minneapolis on Mississippi: 1981-present 

Fieldtown:  1983-present 

Bledington: 1983-1986 

Illmington:   1985-1992 

Ducklington: When Lori and Jim renewed their vows (whenever that was) –2003 

Sherburne:     1992-2004 

Founded in 1979, The Bells have had the 
most kit changes of any team submis-
sion. They made their first appearance 
at the Midwest Ale in 1981. 

Vests Through the ages 



Ramsey’s Braggarts 

Founded in Minnesota by Jim Brickwidde, 

and “Dawn good since 1988," Ramsey's 

Braggarts Morris Men are unsure when they 

first came to  the MWMA.  They list their 

tradition as “Braggartized Bledington.”  

Again from Jim: “We were designed to be a 

one tradition (Bledington) , white shoe, 

dawn good side!!” 

 

Enough Said! 



Breathless in Berthoud Border 
Morris  

Colorado’s Breathless in Berthoud was formed in 2003 following the Mid-

west Morris Ale in Nebraska, and first attended the following year.  They 
have undergone a few kit changes, 
most notably losing the Rocky Moun-
tain Park Rangers hats, and now 
have new rags and hats in 2010.  
Dancing a variety of Border and Molly, 
“Breathless”  have actually been 
showcased on the Tonight Show with 
Jay Leno, as his crew filmed a seg-
ment at the Scottish Highland games in Estes Park a few years ago. 



Capering Roisters 
Morris 

 “Kit since 1989 or so” 

According to Squire Ken Johnson: “We adopted the red/

yellow/black baldrics in 1987, but had some red fisher-
man's hats at that point.  The straw hats were in innova-

tion introduced a bit later. 
Prior to that, green baldrics with an arch in the center 
and black hats.  Dreadful.  There are no photos avail-

able!  !!! 

Hailing from Missouri, the Roisters were founded around 

1983 and attended their first Midwest Morris Ale the fol-
lowing year. 

The roisters list their current traditions as: Fieldtown, Adder-

bury, Bledington, Bampton, and Litchfield 



 Founded@1999 in the Hay River area of    Northwest Wisconsin, by Rick Nagler. 
  

“Traditions: Border,” including their own   

They attended a Minnesota Ale about 4-5 years ago, for one day and so con-sider 2009 their first year at the Mid-west Morris Ale. 



Gypsies Young Adult 
Morris  

(aka the Screaming Gypsy Bandits or 
Chibi Goth Morris) 

Originally founded in Minnesota around 2002,  this team, 

which dances Fieldtown and “ whatever tradition is thrown at 
us,” was once known as the „Gypsy Girls,”  according to 
Founder El Sampson. 

”However the team died and had only me left by 2005 or 

2006. I then resurrected the team in 2008, but it had a mere 3 
or 4 members at best, so the Gypsy Girls sort of died again. 
So myself and one other member tried to make a new young 
adult team in 2009, which we finally accomplished, and we 
have become the Gypsies as we are today. 



“First year was 2000 - with 

Commonwealth Morris - 
dancing Withington and Ad-
derbury - I was still living in 
MA at that time but moved 
to CA in August 2000.  Sub-
sequent to that: 
2005 at Ann Arbor and 
2007 at St. Louis I came 
with the White Rats (well, 
two others anyway) dancing 
Adderbury and Bamp-
ton ,and pretty much all 
other years with Squash 
Beetle, dancing Lexington 
and Duns Tew [and proba-
bly a few other odds and 
ends in there as well].” 
 
 

“I think my first years after Commonwealth might have 
been 'stag' not dancing with any particular team but to be 

honest I don't recall.” 



Maroon Bells Morris  

The Colorado Maroon Bells Morris Dancers were founded in the 

spring of 1982 by Sallie Sprague and Martha Wild.  They first at-
tended the Midwest Morris Ale in 1984.  Their traditions are cur-
rently Fieldtown and Adderbury, with a smattering of dances from 
several other traditions. 
 

Located in and around the Mile High City, the Maroon Bells claim 

to be the highest side in America, and the only Americans to dance 
up the May Day sun in the Rocky Mountain time zone. 
 



Founded in 1974, their Cotswold kit has  

remained mostly intact with a few modifications  
to the rosettes and baldrics. 

Minnesota Traditional Morris 

Or 

“Men Of Moose Laurels” 

From Founder Ed Stern: “In 1981 we danced the following traditions: 

Headington Quarry (9 set dances) Adderbury (5 set dances) 
Bampton (4 set dances) Bledington (6 set dances + 1 jig) 
Ilmington (3 set dances) Fieldtown (6 set dances  + 1 jig) 

The Abram Circle dance, Ring O'Bells and 2 other miscellaneous set dances 
Soldier O. and Winster processional dances  

In 1990 we added Bucknell (5 set dances) and Bidford (2 set dances) into the 

mix, for a total of 7 traditions.” 

“In 1984 we decided to limit our repertoire mainly to 4 traditions (the concept 

was to swap 1-2 traditions every year or two);  we gained Longborough and 
dropped several of the other traditions;  we kept the processionals and the 

Abram Circle and Ring O'Bells.  The main traditions were: 
Longborough Ilmington Adderbury & Bledington” 

Ladies Pleasure Jig 
By Founding Father 

Ed Stern  



Founded in 1979, Wisconsin’s Oak Apple Morris hosted the first ever Midwest 

Morris Ale in 1981. 

Traditions: 

              Fieldtown: many years                  
              Headington: many years 
              Bledington: many years 
              Adderbury: many years 
 

First Kit, 1979-1981 
Second Kit— was designed for 
 the first Midwest Morris Ale 

Founder Louise Neu 

Upton: many years 
Litchfield: many years 
Minneapolis on Mississippi: off and on 
Sherbourne: not so many years 

Current Oak Apple Kit 

Oak Apple 
Morris 



Prairie Waves Morris 

From Founder David Nichols: “We started rehearsing in 1981, but it might 

have been early ’82.  It was founded by me and Alice (our first musi-
cian).  First Ale was probably ’82 or ’83.  We started out dancing Albemarle-
style Bledington, but as we got older incorporated more Fieldtown.  We then 
picked up Border stuff from Ted Hodapp.  The kit hasn’t changed in all these 
years.  We tried but just could not agree on changes. 

Nebraska’s only Morris side has a distinctive kit: white shirts and 

jeans with a brown vest and red hankies. 



Founded in Chicago Illinois in 2004 and in attendance at the 

MWMA since 2005, , Pullman Morris & Sword dances: 
Adderbury, Bampton, some Bucknell, some Fieldtown, and some 

Lichfield.  
 

They also perform the Chicago Sword Dance,  

The Hambrook Broom Dance and the Bellerby Sword Dance. 



River Rats Border 
Morris 

Founded in 2005, Missouri’s River 

Rats Border Morris have been 

coming to the Ale for 4 years now. 



“We have danced the following at one time 

or another: 
Fieldtown (our first tradition), Bleddington, 
Heddington, Bucknell, Badby, Adderbury, 
Duns Tew, various border and molly, and 

Lexington-in-the-Bluegrass.  No more than 
3 in any one season. 

 

Lexington-in-the-Bluegrass has been the 

only Cotswold tradition we perform since 
2004.   

We do border and molly from October 

through January.” 
  

Squash Beetle Morris claims Lexington, Kentucky  
as their stomping ground. 

“We were founded in '94, and have sent  
at least a couple of people to every ale since.” 



Tommyknockers Morris 

Having grown up watching their 
parents dance in pubs, it was 
only natural that they should have their own side, and they 
were founded in 2002 as a “farm team” for the Maroon Bells.   
 
The „Tommys‟ went to their first Midwest Morris Ale as a 
team in 2003.  Many of them now dance with the Maroon 
Bells and Breathless in Berthoud, and continue the tradition 
of dancing in Pubs.   Starting with Adderbury, they have re-
cently added Fieldtown to their repertoire. 

Tommyknockers Kit 



Uptown-on-Calhoun Morris 

Current Kit 

First Kit circa 1990 

Founded in 1989, Minnesota’s Uptown on Calhoun’s attended their first Midwest 
Morris Ale in 1990.  

 Among their traditions are:  “Uptown-on-Calhoun,  Adderbury, and Field-Town from 

nearly the start, and Horsham since 2000.” 

Winter (Border) Kit 
























































