
Introduction to Discord at the Midwest Morris Ale 
 
What is Discord? 
Discord is an invite-only chat app for threaded conversations, like an old school bulletin board. It 
also allows for voice and video communication. It runs from a website, a downloaded app, and 
on mobile devices. The website for Discord is https://discord.com/. 
 

Why is MWMA using it? 
To try to provide a place for casual conversation, like you’d get in the dining room, on a bus, or 
late night at an in-person Ale. Zoom works great for workshops, presentations, and larger 
groups, but doesn’t really allow for small groups to hang out and catch up. 
 
Discord has audio and video chat space, in the area we’re calling The Pub. There are multiple 
channels available, so if you want to catch up with some friends, find an empty space. The 
Discord space is available all weekend, whether you want to stay up later than the Zoom hosts, 
or skip the formal offerings to just chat. 
 
There are folders (called ‘categories’) and discussion threads (‘channels’) set up to keep the 
discussion going from a workshop, decide what dances to do for pickup dancing, share stories 
and photos of your pets, and whatever you want to chat about. 
 

Ugh, another program. Do I have to use it? 
Nope! We are using Discord to try to bring back some of the social feel of an Ale, but you 
absolutely don’t have to use it. All of the Ale programming is being held on Zoom. The schedule 
will be available on Zoom. You don’t have to use Discord if you don’t want.* 
 *Except for Weekend Volunteers. We’re using Discord to coordinate Weekend Volunteers this year. 
 

Do I have to register for the Ale to use Discord? 
Yes! The invitation to the Discord server will be emailed to people who register for the Midwest 
Morris Ale at https://midwestmorrisale.org/2021-ale/registration/. And use of Discord is subject 
to the MWMA Code of Conduct, https://midwestmorrisale.org/code-of-conduct/, just like other 
parts of the Ale. Be excellent to each other, everyone. 

  



Joining the 2021 Midwest Morris Ale Discord server 
After you register for the Ale, you will be emailed a link with the invitation to the Discord server. 
For all of our security, please do not share the link with anyone. Everyone who registers will 
receive it directly from MWMA. 
 
Click on the link. If you already have a Discord account, this invitation will let you add the 2021 
Midwest Morris Ale server to your list of servers. 
 
If you are new to Discord, you will need to create an account. Pick a USERNAME and continue. 
Please note that you can change your displayed name (‘nickname’) later, and we ask that you 
have a recognizable nickname, like you would have on an Ale button. 

 
 
  



Click “I am human” and do the Captcha dance. 

 
 
Discord wants to know your birthday. There’s more info about this at 
https://support.discord.com/hc/en-us/articles/360040724612. Tell it and move on. 
 

 
 
  



Next you are prompted to create (‘claim’) an account. Enter an email and password. While it 
isn’t strictly necessary to create an account to join the 2021 Midwest Morris Ale server, you 
won’t be able to do much, just view messages. To post, reply, or comment on messages and to 
use the audio and video chat features you will need to create a Discord account. 
 

 
 
Check your email. There will an email from Discord with a button to verify your email. 
 

 
 
  



After you’ve done that, you can join the server. The web interface will have a prompt to 
download a desktop client for your computer if you’d like. You can run Discord from a web 
browser, desktop application, phone, or tablet. Check out https://discord.com/download for 
download options. 
 

 
 

Using Discord 
Now that you’ve got an account and have added the 2021 Midwest Morris Ale server, now 
what? You can check out the Beginner’s Guide to Discord for a lot of the basics. 
 
Change your nickname 
Please change your nickname – the name that’s displaced on the list on the right side – to your 
full name. It doesn’t have to be your legal name, but something that the community would 
recognize at an Ale. This is analogous to the name on an Ale button. 
 
To change your nickname, right click on yourself in the list of people in the right column, then 
select Change Nickname from the contextual menu. Enter a new nickname in the dialog box 
and click Save. 
 

 
 
  



Post, reply, and react to messages 
To post a message, pick a channel from the list on the left column. Categories are folders you 
can open and close, like INFO, SOCIAL, WORKSHOPS, HELPDESK, and THE PUB. Channels 
are the items starting with a # in the categories, like #announcements, #pets, and #workshops. 
At the bottom of the interface is a box that says “Message #channel name. You can add a new 
message there. Type in the box and hit return. 
 

 
 
To reply to an existing message, look for the Reply arrow on the right side of the message by 
the name of the person who posted it. 
 

 
 
To add a reaction, click on the Add Reaction button. This brings up a list of emoji. The reaction 
appears underneath the post. 

 
Once there’s at one reaction, you can bump the number count by clicking on the existing emoji. 
You can also add a different reaction by clicking the empty space just to the right of the emoji or 
by clicking Add Reaction. 

 



Message a person directly 
Click on someone’s name in the list on the right side. You can send a direct message to them 
by entering at the bottom of the pop up window. 
 

   
 
  



Audio and Video chat 
In THE PUB category there multiple channels for audio/video chat, called Pub Room 1, Pub 
Room 2, and Pub Room 3. 
 

   
The first time you use Discord you may need to give permission to use your microphone and 
camera. There are controls to turn your camera on and off, mute and unmute your microphone, 
and share your screen. When you’re done, look for the disconnect button. It looks like a phone 
handset with an X. This just disconnects you from the AV call, not from Discord. 
 

    
 
  



Getting Help 
Go to the #helpdesk channel. Click on the envelope icon underneath the Ticket Tool. This starts 
the help desk ticket. 
 

 
Wait a moment, and there will be a new channel called #ticket-xxxx. 

 
 
Click on the channel, then enter your helpdesk question in the message space. 
 

 
Code of Conduct 
Use of the Discord server is also covered by the MWMA Code of Conduct, 
https://midwestmorrisale.org/code-of-conduct/. If you feel there has been a conduct violation, 
please email conduct@midwestmorrisale.org or start a helpdesk ticket and describe the 
incident. 


